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Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence (AI) Guidance for Research Funding
1. Purpose
Eczema UK recognises that Artificial Intelligence (AI) has the potential to accelerate research, improve efficiency and support innovation across the research lifecycle. When used responsibly, AI can enhance activities such as literature searching, data analysis, image processing, software development and scientific communication.
This policy sets out Eczema UK's expectations for the responsible, transparent and ethical use of AI in research funded through its grant programmes.
The policy applies to all applicants and grant holders.
2. Principles
Research funded by Eczema UK should ensure that AI is used in ways that are:
· transparent 
· accountable 
· scientifically rigorous 
· ethical 
· secure 
· proportionate 
· compliant with relevant legal and regulatory requirements. 
Researchers remain fully responsible for all aspects of their work, regardless of whether AI tools have been used.
3. Scope
This policy applies to the use of AI in:
· preparing grant applications 
· research design 
· literature searching 
· data analysis 
· coding and software development 
· image analysis 
· statistical analysis 
· manuscript preparation 
· dissemination activities 
· public engagement materials. 
4. Responsible Use of AI
Eczema UK supports the responsible use of AI where it demonstrably improves research quality, efficiency or accessibility.
Applicants should ensure that:
· human oversight is maintained throughout the research process; 
· AI outputs are independently reviewed and validated; 
· AI is used appropriately for the research question; 
· limitations and potential biases are recognised and managed; 
· appropriate governance arrangements are in place. 
5. Transparency
Applicants must declare any material use of AI in preparing grant applications.
Where AI forms part of the proposed research methodology, applicants should clearly describe:
· the purpose of the AI tool; 
· why AI is the most appropriate approach; 
· how outputs will be validated; 
· how bias and error will be mitigated; 
· how human oversight will be maintained. 
The use of AI will not positively or negatively influence funding decisions where it has been used responsibly and transparently disclosed.
6. Research Integrity
Researchers remain responsible for:
· the originality of their work; 
· scientific accuracy; 
· interpretation of findings; 
· methodological decisions; 
· ethical conduct; 
· references and citations; 
· conclusions; 
· compliance with applicable research governance requirements. 
AI cannot be considered an author or investigator and does not replace scientific judgement.
7. Data Protection and Confidentiality
Researchers must ensure that the use of AI complies with applicable data protection legislation, institutional policies and research governance requirements.
Confidential, unpublished or identifiable participant information should not be entered into publicly available generative AI systems unless appropriate safeguards, approvals and contractual arrangements are in place.
8. Acceptable Uses
Examples of acceptable AI use include:
· improving grammar or readability; 
· literature screening; 
· coding assistance; 
· image processing; 
· statistical programming; 
· transcription support; 
· natural language processing; 
· predictive modelling; 
· generating accessible summaries for patients and the public. 
These activities should always be subject to appropriate human review.
9. Unacceptable Uses
The following are not acceptable:
· fabricating or falsifying research findings; 
· generating fictitious references or citations; 
· misrepresenting AI-generated work as entirely original without disclosure where required; 
· relying on AI outputs without appropriate validation; 
· uploading confidential participant data to unsecured public AI systems; 
· using AI in ways that compromise research integrity, participant safety or public trust. 
10. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Researchers should consider whether AI systems could introduce or reinforce bias affecting particular populations.
Where relevant, applicants should describe how bias will be identified, monitored and mitigated, particularly where AI is used in relation to healthcare decision-making or participant data.
11. Open Science
Where appropriate, researchers are encouraged to promote transparency by describing AI methods, software, models and workflows sufficiently to enable understanding and reproducibility.
12. Monitoring and Compliance
Eczema UK reserves the right to request clarification regarding the use of AI at any stage of the funding process.
Failure to disclose material AI use, or use of AI that breaches this policy or principles of research integrity, may result in:
· requests for clarification; 
· additional conditions of award; 
· withdrawal of funding; 
· termination of the grant in serious cases. 
13. Review of this Policy
Artificial Intelligence is a rapidly evolving field.
Eczema UK will review this policy periodically to ensure it reflects developments in technology, research governance, regulation and best practice.
Appendix 1: Guiding Principles
Researchers funded by Eczema UK should ensure that AI is:
✓ Transparent
✓ Accountable
✓ Fair
✓ Secure
✓ Ethical
✓ Human-supervised
✓ Scientifically robust
✓ Used to support—not replace—researcher judgement.
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