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Eczema UK Research Funding Terms and Conditions 2026/2027
Applicable to Eczema UK Catalyst Grants and PhD Studentship Awards
Foreword
At Eczema UK, we believe that research has the power to transform lives. Every research award we make represents an investment in improving the understanding, prevention, diagnosis and treatment of eczema, with the aim of improving the health and quality of life of everyone affected by the condition.
As a patient charity and member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), Eczema UK is committed to funding research that is scientifically excellent, ethically conducted and focused on delivering meaningful public benefit. We believe outstanding research is built on integrity, collaboration, transparency, inclusivity and meaningful partnership with people living with eczema.
These Research Funding Terms and Conditions establish the principles, responsibilities and governance framework that underpin every research award made by Eczema UK. They are designed to support researchers and Host Institutions in delivering high-quality research while ensuring the responsible stewardship of charitable funds and maintaining the confidence of patients, donors, funders and the wider public.
The Terms and Conditions should be read alongside the Award Letter and the accompanying policies and guidance that together comprise Eczema UK's Research Funding Framework.
We look forward to working in partnership with researchers, clinicians, patients, carers and Host Institutions to deliver research that improves lives today and creates better treatments and care for future generations.
Document Purpose
These Research Funding Terms and Conditions set out the contractual, financial, ethical and governance requirements governing research funded by Eczema UK.
Together with the Award Letter and associated contractual documents, they establish the responsibilities of Eczema UK, Host Institutions and Award Holders throughout the lifecycle of an Award, from acceptance through to project completion, dissemination of findings and long-term evaluation of research impact.
The Terms and Conditions are intended to:
· support the delivery of high-quality, impactful research; 
· promote integrity, transparency and accountability; 
· ensure the responsible stewardship of charitable funds; 
· encourage meaningful Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE); 
· promote equality, diversity and inclusion throughout the research lifecycle; 
· facilitate the translation of research into improved patient outcomes; and 
· maximise the public benefit arising from Eczema UK's investment in research. 
Scope
These Terms and Conditions apply to all research awards funded by Eczema UK, including:
· Catalyst Grants; 
· PhD Studentship Awards; and 
· any other research funding schemes where these Terms and Conditions are incorporated into the Award Letter. 
Specific funding schemes may include additional requirements or Special Conditions, which shall be set out in the Award Letter.
Principles
These Terms and Conditions are underpinned by the following principles:
Scientific Excellence – supporting high-quality research that advances knowledge and improves outcomes for people affected by eczema. 
Research Integrity – promoting honesty, transparency, rigour and accountability throughout the research process. 
Public Benefit – ensuring that charitable investment delivers meaningful benefits for patients, carers and society. 
Patient Partnership – recognising the value of meaningful Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement throughout the research lifecycle. 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion – encouraging research that is inclusive, representative and accessible. 
Responsible Stewardship – ensuring that charitable funds are managed efficiently, transparently and in accordance with the highest standards of governance. 
Collaboration and Innovation – encouraging multidisciplinary working, responsible innovation and translation of research into improved healthcare. 
These principles inform the interpretation and application of these Terms and Conditions.
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Statement
Eczema UK is committed to supporting research that is inclusive, equitable and representative of the diverse communities affected by eczema.
Award Holders and Host Institutions are expected to foster inclusive research environments, promote equality of opportunity and consider barriers to participation and access throughout the design, delivery and dissemination of research.
Public Benefit Statement
As a registered medical research charity, Eczema UK exists to improve the lives of people affected by eczema through funding, enabling and supporting high-quality research.
These Terms and Conditions have been developed to promote responsible stewardship of charitable resources, support research excellence and maximise the scientific, clinical, societal and patient benefits arising from research funded by Eczema UK.
Review and Maintenance
Eczema UK is committed to maintaining a research governance framework that reflects recognised standards of good practice and evolves in response to developments in research, regulation and public expectations.
These Terms and Conditions will normally be reviewed every three years, or earlier where required to reflect:
· changes in legislation or regulation; 
· developments in research governance and recognised best practice; 
· changes to Eczema UK's research funding programmes or organisational policies; 
· guidance issued by organisations such as the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) and the Health Research Authority (HRA); or 
· lessons learned through monitoring, evaluation and continuous improvement of Eczema UK's research funding programmes. 
Material revisions shall be approved by the Board of Trustees, or by a committee acting under delegated authority.
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1. Definitions
In these Terms and Conditions:
Award means financial support awarded by Eczema UK through its Research Funding Programme.
Award Holder means the Host Institution acting through the Principal Investigator and accepting responsibility for the Award.
Award Letter means the formal notification of funding issued by Eczema UK, including any specific conditions attached to the Award.
Catalyst Grant means an Eczema UK award intended to support pilot, feasibility or proof-of-concept research projects.
Co-Investigator means any individual named within the approved application who contributes to the scientific delivery of the project.
Eczema UK means formerly National Eczema Society (registered charity number 1009671), trading as Eczema UK.
Grant Agreement means the Award Letter, these Terms and Conditions, the approved application and any additional conditions issued by Eczema UK.
Host Institution means the UK university, NHS organisation or eligible research institution that accepts responsibility for administering the Award.
Principal Investigator (PI) means the individual with overall scientific and managerial responsibility for the Award.
PhD Studentship means an Eczema UK-funded doctoral research award.
Research Outputs include publications, conference presentations, datasets, software, protocols, educational materials, policy briefings, patient resources and any other outputs arising from the Award.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) includes generative artificial intelligence, machine learning, large language models, natural language processing and related computational technologies.
Open Science refers to practices that promote transparency, reproducibility and responsible sharing of research outputs, including publications, data, software and protocols where appropriate.
Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) mean research undertaken with or by people affected by eczema, rather than to, about or for them.

2. Acceptance of Award
Acceptance of an Award constitutes acceptance of these Terms and Conditions.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator agree to comply with:
· these Terms and Conditions; 
· the Award Letter; 
· the approved application and budget; 
· any additional conditions specified by Eczema UK; 
· the Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy for Research Funding; 
· the Eczema UK Social Media Engagement Policy; 
· any other policies referenced within the Award Letter. 
The Host Institution accepts responsibility for administering the Award in accordance with these Terms and Conditions and applicable laws, regulations and institutional policies.
The Principal Investigator accepts responsibility for ensuring that the funded research is conducted to the highest standards of scientific integrity, ethics and accountability.
Failure to comply with these Terms and Conditions may result in suspension, variation or termination of the Award.
3. Scope of the Award
The Award is made solely for the purposes described in the approved application.
Funding must be used only for the activities, costs and objectives approved by Eczema UK.
The Award does not create any employment relationship between Eczema UK and members of the research team.
Unless expressly agreed in writing, the Award may not be used to support activities outside the approved project scope.
Nothing in these Terms and Conditions limits the academic independence of researchers. However, Eczema UK expects all research it funds to be conducted in accordance with recognised standards of research integrity, transparency and good scientific practice.
4. Responsibilities of the Host Institution
The Host Institution accepts overall responsibility for the administration, governance and management of the Award throughout its duration.
The Host Institution must ensure that the Award is managed in accordance with these Terms and Conditions, the Award Letter, applicable legislation, and the institution's own policies and procedures.
4.1 Administration of the Award
The Host Institution shall:
· administer the Award on behalf of Eczema UK; 
· ensure that funds are used solely for the approved purposes of the Award; 
· maintain appropriate financial and administrative systems for the management of the Award; 
· ensure that all expenditure is accurate, reasonable, auditable and represents value for money; 
· notify Eczema UK promptly of any material issues that may affect delivery of the Award. 
4.2 Employer Responsibilities
Where staff or students are supported through an Eczema UK Award, the Host Institution shall remain their employer or education provider and shall be responsible for:
· recruitment; 
· contracts of employment; 
· payroll; 
· pension arrangements; 
· supervision; 
· training; 
· health and safety; 
· safeguarding; 
· equality obligations; 
· compliance with employment legislation. 
Nothing within these Terms and Conditions creates an employment relationship between Eczema UK and any individual supported by the Award.
4.3 Research Governance
The Host Institution shall ensure that the research is conducted in accordance with:
· recognised standards of research governance; 
· institutional research governance frameworks; 
· applicable legislation; 
· Good Clinical Practice where relevant; 
· the UK Concordat to Support Research Integrity; 
· the principles of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), where applicable. 
The Host Institution shall ensure appropriate oversight of the scientific, ethical and financial conduct of the research.
4.4 Facilities and Infrastructure
The Host Institution shall provide access to the facilities, infrastructure and administrative support necessary for successful delivery of the Award.
The Host Institution shall provide appropriate facilities, infrastructure and administrative support necessary for the successful delivery of the Award.
4.5 Ethical and Regulatory Compliance
The Host Institution is responsible for ensuring that all necessary approvals are obtained before research activities requiring approval commence.
Where applicable, this includes approval from:
· Research Ethics Committees; 
· Health Research Authority; 
· Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency; 
· Human Tissue Authority; 
· Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Bodies; 
· Institutional Ethics Committees; 
· any other relevant regulatory or governance body. 
No Award funds may be used for activities requiring ethical or regulatory approval until those approvals have been obtained.
4.6 Financial Management
The Host Institution shall:
· maintain complete financial records relating to the Award; 
· retain supporting documentation in accordance with institutional policies; 
· provide financial information requested by Eczema UK; 
· permit audit where reasonably required; 
· return any unspent or ineligible funds where requested by Eczema UK. 
4.7 Insurance and Indemnity
The Host Institution shall maintain appropriate insurance arrangements covering:
· employer liability; 
· public liability; 
· professional indemnity where appropriate; 
· clinical negligence where applicable. 
The Host Institution accepts responsibility for the conduct of research undertaken under the Award.
4.8 Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
The Host Institution shall promote equality, diversity and inclusion throughout the delivery of the Award.
Researchers should have access to an inclusive working environment free from discrimination, bullying, harassment and victimisation.
The Host Institution shall maintain appropriate policies and procedures to address complaints relating to inappropriate conduct.
4.9 Safeguarding
Where research involves children, young people or adults at risk, the Host Institution shall ensure that:
· appropriate safeguarding policies are in place; 
· relevant training has been completed; 
· statutory safeguarding requirements are met; 
· safeguarding concerns are reported and managed appropriately. 
4.10 Research Misconduct
The Host Institution shall maintain procedures for investigating allegations of:
· research misconduct; 
· fabrication; 
· falsification; 
· plagiarism; 
· unethical conduct; 
· misuse of Artificial Intelligence; 
· financial irregularity. 
Eczema UK must be informed without unreasonable delay of any formal investigation relating to research funded through the Award where the outcome could materially affect the integrity, delivery or reputation of the research.
4.11 Notification of Material Changes
The Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK as soon as reasonably practicable of any material change that may affect the Award, including but not limited to:
· resignation or prolonged absence of the Principal Investigator; 
· changes to the supervisory team; 
· institutional restructuring affecting the Award; 
· significant delays to the project; 
· loss of key facilities or infrastructure; 
· failure to recruit participants or staff; 
· changes affecting ethical or regulatory approval; 
· allegations or findings of research misconduct; 
· insolvency or other significant organisational risks. 
Failure to notify Eczema UK of material changes may constitute a breach of these Terms and Conditions.
5. Responsibilities of the Principal Investigator
The Principal Investigator (PI) has overall responsibility for the scientific leadership, day-to-day management and successful delivery of the Award.
The PI shall ensure that the research is conducted in accordance with the approved application, these Terms and Conditions, applicable legislation, recognised standards of research integrity and the policies of the Host Institution.
The PI remains responsible for the quality, accuracy and integrity of all work undertaken under the Award, including work delegated to members of the research team.
5.1 Scientific Leadership
The Principal Investigator shall:
· provide scientific leadership throughout the Award; 
· ensure the research remains aligned with the approved objectives; 
· maintain appropriate oversight of all research activities; 
· ensure the project is delivered to an appropriate scientific standard; 
· promote a positive, collaborative and inclusive research culture. 
5.2 Management of the Award
The Principal Investigator shall:
· manage the project in accordance with the approved timetable; 
· ensure resources are used efficiently and represent value for money; 
· oversee delivery against agreed milestones; 
· identify and manage project risks; 
· ensure appropriate supervision of staff and students supported through the Award; 
· maintain regular communication with Eczema UK regarding project progress. 
5.3 Financial Responsibility
The Principal Investigator shall:
· ensure expenditure is consistent with the approved budget; 
· seek prior written approval from Eczema UK for significant budget changes; 
· work with the Host Institution to maintain appropriate financial records; 
· notify Eczema UK of any actual or anticipated underspend or overspend. 
5.4 Research Team Management
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that all members of the research team:
· understand their responsibilities; 
· receive appropriate supervision and mentoring; 
· undertake relevant training; 
· comply with institutional governance requirements; 
· adhere to these Terms and Conditions. 
For PhD Studentships, the supervisory team shall provide regular academic supervision, mentoring and career development in accordance with institutional doctoral training requirements.
5.5 Research Integrity
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that the research is conducted with honesty, rigour and transparency.
The PI is responsible for:
· scientific accuracy; 
· appropriate study design; 
· robust methodology; 
· accurate analysis and interpretation; 
· complete and truthful reporting of findings; 
· maintaining appropriate research records; 
· declaring conflicts of interest; 
· ensuring appropriate authorship of publications. 
The PI must not knowingly fabricate, falsify, selectively report or misrepresent research findings.
5.6 Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that equality, diversity and inclusion are appropriately considered throughout the research lifecycle.
Where relevant, this includes:
· inclusive recruitment strategies; 
· accessible participant information; 
· reducing barriers to participation; 
· appropriate consideration of under-served populations; 
· proportionate justification where particular groups are excluded. 
5.7 Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement
The Principal Investigator shall deliver the Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) activities described within the approved application, unless otherwise agreed by Eczema UK.
Where appropriate, Award Holders are encouraged to:
· involve Eczema UK Expert by Experience (EXEC) Group members; 
· co-design research activities with people affected by eczema; 
· involve public contributors in interpretation and dissemination of findings; 
· recognise and appropriately reimburse public contributors in line with current NIHR guidance. 
5.8 Data Stewardship
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that research data are:
· collected responsibly; 
· securely stored; 
· appropriately documented; 
· retained in accordance with institutional policies; 
· shared responsibly where appropriate; 
· managed in accordance with applicable legislation. 
5.9 Publications and Research Outputs
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that research outputs arising from the Award are:
· reported accurately; 
· published in a timely manner where appropriate; 
· acknowledged as being supported by Eczema UK; 
· disseminated to scientific and public audiences where appropriate. 
Negative, inconclusive and replication findings should be reported where scientifically appropriate to minimise publication bias.
5.10 Communications
The Principal Investigator shall work constructively with Eczema UK to maximise the visibility and impact of the funded research.
Award Holders are encouraged to contribute to:
· patient-facing communications; 
· media activities; 
· webinars; 
· blogs; 
· newsletters; 
· conferences; 
· public engagement events. 
Communications should be accurate, balanced and consistent with participant confidentiality and institutional policies.
5.11 Notification of Significant Issues
The Principal Investigator shall notify Eczema UK as soon as reasonably practicable of any matter that may materially affect delivery of the Award, including:
· significant project delays; 
· failure to achieve major milestones; 
· changes to the research team; 
· changes to supervision arrangements; 
· withdrawal of ethical approval; 
· regulatory issues; 
· significant adverse events where relevant; 
· research misconduct allegations; 
· financial concerns; 
· any circumstance likely to affect successful completion of the Award. 
5.12 Professional Conduct
The Principal Investigator is expected to maintain the highest standards of professional behaviour throughout the Award.
Award Holders must foster a research environment that is respectful, inclusive and free from bullying, harassment, discrimination and victimisation.
Any behaviour that could reasonably bring Eczema UK, the Host Institution or the research programme into disrepute may be considered a breach of these Terms and Conditions.
6. Financial Management
The Award shall be administered by the Host Institution in accordance with the approved budget, the Award Letter and these Terms and Conditions.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator are jointly responsible for ensuring that Award funds are used appropriately, economically and solely for the purposes approved by Eczema UK. All expenditure must comply with the financial policies of the Host Institution and represent good stewardship of charitable funds.
6.1 Use of Award Funds
Award funds must be used exclusively to support the activities described in the approved application and approved by Eczema UK.
All expenditure must:
· be directly related to the objectives of the Award; 
· represent value for money; 
· be reasonable, proportionate and properly authorised; 
· comply with the approved budget; 
· comply with the Host Institution's financial procedures; and 
· be incurred during the approved Award period unless otherwise agreed in writing by Eczema UK. 
Award funds must not be used for any purpose outside the approved scope of the Award without prior written approval from Eczema UK.
6.2 Eligible Expenditure
Eligible expenditure will be specified in the approved application, Award Letter and associated funding guidance.
Subject to approval, eligible costs may include:
· salaries and associated employment costs for approved research staff; 
· PhD stipend, tuition fees and approved training costs (PhD Studentships only); 
· research consumables; 
· specialist equipment; 
· laboratory and clinical costs; 
· software licences and secure computing services; 
· participant reimbursement and Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) activities; 
· travel and conference attendance directly related to the Award; 
· publication and dissemination costs; 
· other directly incurred research costs approved by Eczema UK. 
6.3 Ineligible Expenditure
Unless explicitly approved in writing by Eczema UK, Award funds must not be used for:
· institutional overheads or indirect costs; 
· estates or infrastructure costs; 
· routine administrative expenses; 
· capital building works; 
· equipment unrelated to the approved research; 
· hospitality not directly associated with research activities; 
· fines, penalties or legal costs; 
· expenditure incurred before the Award start date; 
· expenditure incurred after the Award end date without prior written approval. 
Eczema UK does not normally fund Full Economic Costing (fEC).
6.4 Payment of the Award
The payment schedule, payment mechanism and any conditions attached to the release of funds will be specified in the Award Letter.
Eczema UK may make payments in instalments, linked to agreed milestones or reporting requirements, depending on the type of Award.
Eczema UK reserves the right to withhold, defer or suspend payments where:
· required progress or financial reports have not been received; 
· there are reasonable concerns regarding the delivery of the Award; 
· the Award Holder is in material breach of these Terms and Conditions; or 
· there are concerns regarding financial governance, research integrity or regulatory compliance. 
Any delayed or withheld payment shall not relieve the Award Holder of its responsibilities under these Terms and Conditions unless otherwise agreed in writing by Eczema UK.
6.5 Financial Records
The Host Institution shall maintain complete, accurate and auditable financial records relating to the Award.
Supporting documentation must be retained in accordance with institutional policies and applicable legislation and made available to Eczema UK upon reasonable request.
6.6 Financial Reporting
The Host Institution shall provide financial reports in the format and at the intervals specified by Eczema UK.
Financial reports may include:
· expenditure against the approved budget; 
· explanation of material variances; 
· forecast expenditure where requested; 
· confirmation that expenditure complies with these Terms and Conditions. 
Eczema UK reserves the right to request additional financial information where necessary to support effective stewardship of charitable funds.
6.7 Budget Variations
The Principal Investigator must obtain prior written approval from Eczema UK before making any material change to the approved budget.
Examples include:
· significant reallocation between budget headings; 
· changes to approved staffing; 
· purchase of equipment not included within the approved application; 
· use of contingency funding where applicable; 
· any variation that materially alters delivery of the Award. 
Minor budget adjustments that do not affect the scientific objectives of the Award may be permitted at Eczema UK's discretion.
6.8 Underspend
The Principal Investigator shall notify Eczema UK promptly of any anticipated significant underspend.
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, any unspent funds remaining at the completion or termination of the Award shall be returned to Eczema UK within the period specified in the Award Letter.
6.9 Overspend
Eczema UK is under no obligation to provide additional funding where expenditure exceeds the approved Award value.
Any costs incurred beyond the value of the Award shall remain the responsibility of the Host Institution unless additional funding has been approved in writing by Eczema UK.
6.10 Fraud, Bribery and Financial Irregularity
The Host Institution shall maintain appropriate systems to prevent, detect and investigate fraud, bribery, corruption and financial irregularity.
The Host Institution must notify Eczema UK without undue delay of any suspected or confirmed financial irregularity that could materially affect the Award or the reputation of Eczema UK.
6.11 Value for Money
Award Holders are expected to ensure that all expenditure represents appropriate value for money and maximises the scientific, clinical and public benefit arising from Eczema UK funding.
Eczema UK may request clarification where expenditure appears inconsistent with the approved objectives or does not represent appropriate use of charitable funds.
6.12 Recovery of Funds
Eczema UK reserves the right to recover all or part of the Award where:
· Award funds have been used for purposes other than those approved; 
· expenditure cannot be adequately evidenced; 
· material financial irregularities have occurred; 
· the Award is terminated; 
· the Host Institution has materially breached these Terms and Conditions. 
Any recovery of funds will be proportionate to the nature and extent of the breach and will normally be discussed with the Host Institution before a final decision is made.
7. Changes to the Award
The Award is made on the basis of the approved application, the Award Letter and these Terms and Conditions.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator are responsible for informing Eczema UK promptly of any actual or proposed change that may materially affect the delivery, governance, scientific integrity, value for money or successful completion of the Award.
No material change may be implemented without the prior written approval of Eczema UK unless immediate action is required to protect research participants, comply with legal or regulatory requirements, or address an urgent health and safety issue.
7.1 Requesting a Change
Requests to amend an Award must be submitted in writing by the Principal Investigator with the support of the Host Institution.
Requests should include:
· a description of the proposed change; 
· the reason for the request; 
· the anticipated impact on the research; 
· any implications for the approved budget or timetable; 
· any effect on milestones, deliverables or research outputs; 
· details of any associated ethical or regulatory implications; and 
· proposed mitigation measures where appropriate. 
Eczema UK will consider requests on a case-by-case basis and reserves the right to request additional information before reaching a decision.
7.2 Changes Requiring Prior Approval
Prior written approval from Eczema UK is normally required for any material change to the Award, including but not limited to:
· replacement of the Principal Investigator; 
· changes to the supervisory team for a PhD Studentship; 
· transfer of the Award to another Host Institution; 
· significant changes to the research team; 
· substantial amendments to the research objectives; 
· major changes to study design or methodology; 
· changes affecting patient or public involvement activities; 
· significant changes to milestones or timelines; 
· material budget reallocations; 
· requests for a no-cost extension; 
· changes affecting ethical or regulatory approvals; 
· changes to key collaborators; or 
· any other matter that may materially affect delivery of the Award. 
Failure to obtain prior approval may constitute a breach of these Terms and Conditions.
7.3 Change of Principal Investigator
If the Principal Investigator resigns, retires, takes extended leave or is otherwise unable to continue leading the Award, the Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK without undue delay.
The Host Institution may propose an alternative Principal Investigator.
When considering such requests, Eczema UK may take account of:
· the experience and expertise of the proposed replacement; 
· continuity of the research programme; 
· institutional support; 
· project progress; and 
· the likelihood of successful completion of the Award. 
Eczema UK reserves the right to approve the proposed replacement, approve the change subject to additional conditions, or terminate the Award where suitable arrangements cannot be established.
7.4 Change of Host Institution
An Award may only be transferred to another eligible Host Institution with the prior written approval of Eczema UK.
The request should demonstrate that:
· both institutions agree to the proposed transfer; 
· appropriate governance and financial arrangements are in place; 
· all relevant ethical and regulatory approvals will continue to apply where required; 
· the research can continue without unacceptable disruption. 
Eczema UK reserves the right to approve or decline any proposed transfer.
7.5 No-Cost Extensions
Where exceptional circumstances prevent completion of the Award within the approved funding period, the Principal Investigator may request a no-cost extension.
Applications should normally be submitted at least three months before the Award end date and include:
· justification for the extension; 
· progress achieved to date; 
· revised milestones and completion dates; 
· confirmation that no additional funding is requested; and 
· details of any continuing ethical or regulatory approvals where applicable. 
Approval of a no-cost extension is entirely at the discretion of Eczema UK and will normally only be granted where satisfactory progress has been demonstrated.
7.6 Temporary Suspension of the Award
Where exceptional circumstances temporarily prevent delivery of the Award, Eczema UK may agree to suspend the Award.
Examples include:
· prolonged illness; 
· parental or adoption leave; 
· significant institutional disruption; 
· delays in obtaining ethical or regulatory approvals; 
· unforeseen technical or scientific challenges; 
· force majeure events. 
During any agreed suspension, Eczema UK may suspend payments, reporting requirements or other obligations until the Award recommences.
7.7 Project Delays
The Principal Investigator shall notify Eczema UK as soon as reasonably practicable of any delay that could materially affect delivery of the Award.
Examples include:
· delays in recruitment; 
· staff vacancies; 
· equipment failures; 
· supply chain disruption; 
· delays in data access; 
· delays in obtaining approvals; 
· unexpected scientific findings; 
· external factors beyond the control of the research team. 
Where appropriate, the Principal Investigator should propose mitigation measures and an updated project timetable.
7.8 Force Majeure
Neither Eczema UK nor the Host Institution shall be liable for failure to fulfil obligations under these Terms and Conditions where such failure results from events beyond their reasonable control.
Examples include:
· natural disasters; 
· pandemics or public health emergencies; 
· acts of terrorism; 
· war or civil disturbance; 
· government restrictions; 
· significant cyber security incidents; 
· industrial action materially affecting delivery of the Award. 
The affected party shall notify the other as soon as reasonably practicable and take all reasonable steps to minimise disruption.
7.9 Review Following Material Change
Where significant changes occur during the lifetime of the Award, Eczema UK reserves the right to review the continued suitability of the Award.
Following review, Eczema UK may:
· approve the proposed changes; 
· approve the changes subject to additional conditions; 
· revise reporting requirements; 
· amend the duration of the Award; 
· amend the value of the Award where appropriate; 
· suspend the Award; or 
· terminate the Award in accordance with Section 18. 
Any decision will be proportionate to the nature of the proposed change and will take account of the interests of participants, the Host Institution, the Principal Investigator and the charitable objectives of Eczema UK.
7.10 Minor Administrative Amendments
To facilitate the efficient administration of Awards, Eczema UK may approve minor administrative amendments by written correspondence without the need for a formal variation to these Terms and Conditions.
Examples may include:
· updates to contact details; 
· correction of administrative errors; 
· changes to named administrative contacts; 
· revisions to reporting dates; 
· clarification of Award documentation; or 
· other non-material amendments that do not affect the scientific objectives, value, duration or governance of the Award. 
Approval of such amendments does not constitute a variation of the Grant Agreement and shall not prejudice any rights or obligations arising under these Terms and Conditions.
8. Project Management and Reporting
The Principal Investigator and Host Institution are responsible for ensuring that the Award is actively managed throughout its duration and that Eczema UK is kept informed of progress.
Award Holders shall submit reports and other information reasonably requested by Eczema UK to enable appropriate oversight of scientific progress, financial stewardship, governance, and the public benefit arising from charitable funding.
Reporting requirements shall be proportionate to the type, value and duration of the Award and will be specified in the Award Letter.
8.1 Progress Reporting
Award Holders shall submit progress reports at the intervals specified by Eczema UK.
Progress reports should normally include:
· progress against the approved objectives; 
· achievement of milestones and deliverables; 
· work completed during the reporting period; 
· significant scientific developments; 
· emerging risks or challenges; 
· mitigation measures implemented; 
· anticipated activities for the next reporting period; 
· any proposed changes requiring Eczema UK approval. 
Reports shall be submitted using templates or reporting systems provided by Eczema UK where applicable.
8.2 Award-Specific Reporting Requirements
Reporting requirements may differ according to the type of Award.
Catalyst Grants
Catalyst Grant holders will normally be required to submit:
· quarterly progress reports; 
· financial reports where requested; 
· Go/No-Go milestone reviews where applicable; 
· a final scientific report; 
· a final financial statement; 
· a lay summary suitable for publication by Eczema UK. 
PhD Studentships
PhD Studentship Award Holders will normally be required to submit:
· quarterly progress updates; 
· annual progress reports; 
· confirmation of satisfactory academic progression; 
· financial reports where requested; 
· a final report upon completion of the Award; 
· a lay summary suitable for publication by Eczema UK. 
Eczema UK reserves the right to request additional reports where reasonably necessary to support effective monitoring of the Award.
8.3 Milestones and Deliverables
Award Holders shall use reasonable endeavours to achieve the milestones and deliverables described in the approved application.
Where significant delays or changes arise, the Principal Investigator shall notify Eczema UK promptly and provide:
· an explanation of the issue; 
· the anticipated impact on the Award; 
· revised timelines where appropriate; and 
· proposed mitigation measures. 
Failure to achieve a milestone will not automatically result in termination of the Award. Eczema UK will work constructively with the Host Institution and Principal Investigator to determine an appropriate course of action wherever reasonably possible.
8.4 Go/No-Go Reviews
Where specified in the Award Letter, Eczema UK may undertake a formal Go/No-Go review during the lifetime of the Award.
The review may consider:
· scientific progress; 
· achievement of milestones; 
· financial performance; 
· feasibility of completing the remaining programme of work; 
· governance and compliance; 
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement activities; 
· risks and opportunities. 
Following review, Eczema UK may:
· continue the Award without amendment; 
· continue the Award subject to agreed actions or conditions; 
· amend reporting requirements; 
· revise milestones or timelines; 
· approve a revised project plan; or 
· terminate the Award in accordance with Section 18 where continuation is no longer justified. 
8.5 Meetings and Monitoring
Eczema UK may request meetings with the Principal Investigator, members of the research team and/or representatives of the Host Institution during the lifetime of the Award.
Meetings may take place:
· online; 
· in person; or 
· as part of routine monitoring activities. 
Award Holders shall cooperate with reasonable requests to discuss progress, challenges and future plans.
8.6 Site Visits
Where appropriate, Eczema UK reserves the right to undertake monitoring visits to the Host Institution.
These visits may include discussion of:
· scientific progress; 
· financial management; 
· research governance; 
· research culture; 
· data management; 
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement; 
· dissemination and impact activities. 
Reasonable notice will normally be provided before any visit.
8.7 Final Report
Within the period specified in the Award Letter, the Principal Investigator shall submit a final report summarising the outcomes of the Award.
The report should normally include:
· research undertaken; 
· achievement of objectives; 
· key findings; 
· publications and other research outputs; 
· conference presentations; 
· datasets and software where applicable; 
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement activities; 
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion activities; 
· public engagement and dissemination; 
· further funding secured; 
· anticipated future research arising from the Award. 
Eczema UK may use information from the final report to demonstrate the impact of its research funding while respecting confidentiality and intellectual property requirements.
8.8 Lay Summary
Award Holders shall provide a lay summary suitable for publication by Eczema UK.
Lay summaries should:
· be written in clear, accessible language; 
· accurately reflect the research undertaken; 
· explain the relevance of the findings for people affected by eczema; 
· avoid unnecessary technical terminology. 
Eczema UK may edit lay summaries for readability and accessibility while preserving scientific accuracy.
8.9 Research Outputs
Award Holders shall keep Eczema UK informed of significant research outputs arising from the Award.
Outputs may include:
· peer-reviewed publications; 
· conference abstracts; 
· conference presentations; 
· posters; 
· preprints; 
· datasets; 
· software and code; 
· educational resources; 
· clinical guidance; 
· policy documents; 
· patents, licences or commercialisation activities; 
· media coverage. 
Award Holders should notify Eczema UK of significant outputs as soon as reasonably practicable following publication or public release.
8.10 Communications and Public Engagement
Award Holders are encouraged to actively communicate their research to scientific, clinical and public audiences throughout the lifetime of the Award.
Award Holders should work collaboratively with Eczema UK to maximise the visibility and impact of research funded by the charity, in accordance with the Eczema UK Social Media Engagement Policy and any communications guidance issued by Eczema UK. 
As part of routine reporting, Award Holders should provide a brief summary of significant communication and public engagement activities undertaken during the reporting period.
Examples may include:
· public lectures; 
· patient engagement events; 
· blogs; 
· podcasts; 
· webinars; 
· media interviews; 
· newsletters; 
· contributions to Exchange magazine; 
· social media activity; 
· educational resources. 
Where available, Award Holders may include examples of audience reach, engagement or impact. Detailed social media metrics are not routinely required unless specifically requested by Eczema UK.
8.11 Performance Concerns
Where Eczema UK has reasonable concerns regarding the progress or delivery of an Award, it may implement proportionate enhanced monitoring.
This may include:
· more frequent progress reporting; 
· additional review meetings; 
· revised milestones; 
· independent scientific advice; 
· financial review; 
· agreed improvement plans. 
The purpose of enhanced monitoring is to support successful delivery of the Award and to ensure responsible stewardship of charitable funds.
8.12 Record Retention
The Host Institution shall retain project records, reports and supporting documentation relating to the Award in accordance with institutional policies and applicable legal and regulatory requirements.
Records shall be made available to Eczema UK upon reasonable request for the purposes of monitoring, audit or evaluation of the Award.
9. Research Integrity and Good Research Practice
9.1 Eczema UK Research Values
Eczema UK believes that excellent research is characterised not only by scientific excellence, but also by integrity, transparency, collaboration, inclusivity and a commitment to improving the lives of people affected by eczema.
These values underpin all research funded through the Eczema UK Research Funding Programme. Eczema UK expects all Award Holders to conduct research that is scientifically rigorous, ethically sound, patient-centred and capable of delivering meaningful health and societal benefit.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator are jointly responsible for ensuring that research funded by Eczema UK is conducted to the highest standards of research integrity and good research practice throughout the lifetime of the Award.
9.2 Standards of Research Practice
Research funded by Eczema UK shall be conducted in accordance with:
· these Terms and Conditions; 
· the Award Letter; 
· recognised principles of good research practice; 
· the UK Concordat to Support Research Integrity; 
· applicable legal and regulatory requirements; 
· the governance policies of the Host Institution. 
Where appropriate, Award Holders should also have regard to guidance issued by organisations such as UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR), the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and other relevant professional or regulatory bodies.
9.3 Research Culture
Award Holders shall promote a positive, respectful and inclusive research culture that:
· values honesty, openness and accountability; 
· encourages collaboration and multidisciplinary working; 
· supports equality, diversity and inclusion; 
· recognises the importance of Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE); 
· supports the wellbeing and professional development of researchers; 
· encourages constructive challenge and continuous learning; and 
· enables concerns about research practice to be raised without fear of retaliation. 
Eczema UK expects all individuals involved in the Award to behave professionally and to contribute to a research environment that is free from bullying, harassment, discrimination and victimisation.
9.4 Scientific Rigour and Reproducibility
Award Holders shall design, conduct, analyse and report research in a manner that promotes scientific quality, robustness and reproducibility.
Researchers should:
· use appropriate study designs and methodologies; 
· apply suitable statistical and analytical approaches; 
· maintain accurate and complete research records; 
· document methods sufficiently to enable verification where appropriate; 
· report limitations transparently; 
· avoid unnecessary duplication of research; and 
· seek to maximise the reliability and reproducibility of research findings. 
Eczema UK encourages publication of well-conducted research irrespective of whether findings are positive, negative or inconclusive.
9.5 Responsible Authorship and Publication
Award Holders shall ensure that research outputs arising from the Award are reported honestly, accurately and transparently.
Researchers shall:
· ensure that authorship appropriately reflects individual contributions; 
· avoid honorary, guest or inappropriate authorship; 
· declare relevant conflicts of interest; 
· acknowledge Eczema UK funding in all relevant publications and presentations; 
· accurately describe study methods and findings; and 
· avoid selective or misleading reporting of results. 
Researchers are expected to comply with recognised standards of publication ethics.
9.6 Research Records
The Principal Investigator shall ensure that appropriate research records are created and maintained throughout the Award.
Research records should be:
· accurate; 
· complete; 
· contemporaneous; 
· securely stored; 
· appropriately backed up; 
· retained in accordance with institutional policies and applicable legislation. 
Records should be sufficiently detailed to support verification, audit and, where appropriate, reproducibility of research findings.
9.7 Conflicts of Interest
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator shall identify, declare and appropriately manage any actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest relating to the Award.
Conflicts may include:
· financial interests; 
· commercial relationships; 
· consultancy or advisory roles; 
· personal relationships; 
· intellectual property interests; 
· other competing interests that could reasonably influence, or be perceived to influence, the conduct or reporting of the research. 
Material conflicts of interest shall be disclosed to Eczema UK without undue delay together with details of how they will be managed.
9.8 Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence
Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies may be used to support research where their use is appropriate, transparent and consistent with responsible research practice.
Award Holders remain fully responsible for:
· scientific judgement; 
· study design; 
· methodological decisions; 
· ethical conduct; 
· interpretation of findings; 
· accuracy of all research outputs; 
· protection of confidential information; 
· compliance with legal and regulatory requirements. 
Award Holders shall comply with the Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy for Research Funding, which forms part of the Grant Agreement. Material breaches of the AI Policy may constitute a breach of these Terms and Conditions. 
9.9 Research Security and Information Governance
Award Holders shall take appropriate steps to protect research participants, research data, intellectual assets and collaborative partnerships throughout the lifetime of the Award.
Award Holders should ensure that:
· confidential information is protected; 
· data are handled securely; 
· appropriate cyber security measures are in place; 
· information governance requirements are met; 
· research collaborations are managed responsibly; and 
· risks relating to research security are considered proportionately. 
Where appropriate, Award Holders should have regard to the principles of Trusted Research.
9.10 Reporting Concerns
The Host Institution shall maintain appropriate procedures for reporting and investigating concerns relating to research integrity.
Award Holders shall report concerns relating to:
· fabrication or falsification of data; 
· plagiarism; 
· unethical conduct; 
· misuse of Artificial Intelligence; 
· serious breaches of research governance; 
· financial irregularity affecting the Award; 
· other suspected research misconduct. 
Where a formal investigation is initiated that may materially affect an Eczema UK-funded Award, the Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK without undue delay, subject to any legal or confidentiality obligations.
9.11 Research Misconduct
Research misconduct includes, but is not limited to:
· fabrication of research data; 
· falsification or manipulation of results; 
· plagiarism; 
· inappropriate image or data manipulation; 
· selective or misleading reporting of findings; 
· failure to obtain required ethical or regulatory approvals; 
· serious breaches of participant confidentiality; 
· deliberate misuse of Artificial Intelligence; 
· deliberate misrepresentation of research findings. 
Where research misconduct is substantiated, Eczema UK reserves the right to take action under Section 18 of these Terms and Conditions, including suspension, termination or recovery of Award funds.
9.12 Continuous Improvement
Eczema UK encourages Award Holders to continually improve the quality and impact of the research they undertake.
Award Holders are encouraged to:
· undertake relevant professional development; 
· share examples of good research practice; 
· contribute to improvements in research culture; 
· adopt innovations that strengthen research quality and reproducibility; 
· reflect on lessons learned throughout the Award; and 
· work collaboratively with patients, clinicians, researchers and Eczema UK to maximise the benefit of funded research. 
The knowledge and experience gained through Eczema UK-funded research should, wherever possible, contribute to strengthening future research, improving patient outcomes and advancing understanding of eczema.
10. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
10.1 Eczema UK's Commitment
Eczema UK is committed to supporting research that is inclusive, equitable and representative of the diverse communities affected by eczema.
Award Holders are expected to consider equality, diversity and inclusion throughout the research lifecycle, from study design and recruitment to dissemination and implementation, ensuring that research is accessible and relevant to those who may benefit from it.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator shall ensure that all activities funded through the Award are conducted in accordance with applicable equality legislation and institutional policies.
10.2 Inclusive Research Design
Award Holders should design research that seeks, wherever appropriate and proportionate, to include people from a broad range of backgrounds and experiences.
Researchers should consider:
· age; 
· sex and gender, where relevant to the research question; 
· ethnicity; 
· skin tone and skin of colour; 
· disability; 
· neurodiversity; 
· socio-economic disadvantage; 
· geographic location; 
· language and health literacy; 
· other characteristics relevant to equitable participation. 
Where particular groups are excluded, this should be scientifically or ethically justified.
10.3 Fair Recruitment and Participation
Award Holders shall take reasonable steps to minimise unnecessary barriers to participation.
Where appropriate, this may include:
· accessible participant information; 
· plain English study materials; 
· culturally appropriate recruitment approaches; 
· flexible methods of participation; 
· reimbursement of reasonable participant expenses; 
· engagement with community organisations and patient groups. 
Award Holders should seek to recruit participants fairly and transparently, while recognising that not every study will require a representative population.
10.4 Accessible Communication
Researchers should ensure that information provided to participants and the public is clear, accurate and accessible.
Where appropriate, Award Holders should consider:
· plain English; 
· accessible digital content; 
· alternative formats; 
· visual accessibility; 
· culturally appropriate communication. 
Lay summaries and patient-facing materials produced under the Award should be understandable to a non-specialist audience.
10.5 Inclusive Research Environment
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator shall foster an inclusive research environment that:
· values diversity; 
· promotes mutual respect; 
· supports equality of opportunity; 
· is free from bullying, harassment, discrimination and victimisation; and 
· encourages collaboration across disciplines and communities. 
Researchers supported by the Award should have equitable access to opportunities for training, mentoring and career development.
10.6 Monitoring and Reporting
Award Holders should describe, where appropriate, how equality, diversity and inclusion have been considered during the delivery of the Award.
This may include:
· recruitment approaches; 
· participant diversity, where relevant and appropriate; 
· accessibility measures; 
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement activities; 
· lessons learned that may improve future research. 
Eczema UK recognises that the extent of EDI reporting should be proportionate to the nature and scale of the Award.
10.7 Continuous Improvement
Eczema UK encourages Award Holders to identify opportunities to improve the inclusivity and accessibility of eczema research.
Award Holders are encouraged to:
· engage with under-served communities; 
· consider health inequalities relevant to eczema; 
· involve diverse patient and public contributors in research where appropriate; 
· share examples of good practice that may improve future research. 
The purpose of these expectations is to improve the quality, relevance and impact of eczema research, recognising that inclusive research is more likely to produce findings that are applicable to the wider population.
11. Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE)
11.1 Eczema UK's Commitment
Eczema UK believes that meaningful Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) strengthens the quality, relevance and impact of research.
Award Holders are expected to involve people with lived experience of eczema appropriately throughout the research lifecycle, recognising that the nature and extent of involvement should be proportionate to the type, scale and objectives of the Award.
PPIE should be viewed as an integral component of high-quality research rather than an additional activity.
11.2 Principles of Meaningful Involvement
Award Holders should ensure that PPIE is:
· planned from the earliest stages of the research where appropriate; 
· meaningful rather than tokenistic; 
· proportionate to the research being undertaken; 
· inclusive and accessible; 
· appropriately supported and valued; 
· conducted with mutual respect and transparency. 
Researchers should clearly explain how patient and public perspectives have informed the research.
11.3 Delivery of PPIE Activities
Award Holders shall deliver the PPIE activities described in the approved application unless otherwise agreed in writing by Eczema UK.
Where changes become necessary, the Principal Investigator shall discuss proposed revisions with Eczema UK at the earliest opportunity.
Researchers are encouraged to adapt PPIE approaches where this will improve the quality or accessibility of involvement.
11.4 Working with Eczema UK
Award Holders are encouraged to work collaboratively with Eczema UK throughout the lifetime of the Award to maximise the relevance and impact of funded research.
Where appropriate, Award Holders may engage with:
· Eczema UK's Experts by Experience (EXEC) Group; 
· Eczema UK's patient and carer networks; 
· Eczema UK staff; 
· other patient organisations or community partners. 
Researchers are encouraged to discuss opportunities for collaboration with Eczema UK when planning involvement and engagement activities.
11.5 Inclusive Involvement
Award Holders should seek, where appropriate and proportionate, to involve people from diverse backgrounds and communities affected by eczema.
Researchers should consider opportunities to involve:
· adults and children living with eczema; 
· parents and carers; 
· people from diverse ethnic backgrounds; 
· people with skin of colour; 
· under-served communities; 
· people living with severe or long-term eczema; 
· individuals with different experiences of healthcare and treatment. 
The composition of PPIE contributors should be appropriate to the aims of the research rather than representative for its own sake.
11.6 Support and Recognition
Award Holders should ensure that patient and public contributors:
· receive appropriate information about their role; 
· are treated with dignity and respect; 
· are reimbursed for reasonable expenses and involvement costs, where appropriate; 
· receive appropriate feedback on how their contributions have influenced the research. 
Researchers are encouraged to follow current UK guidance on the reimbursement and recognition of public contributors.
11.7 Communication and Feedback
Award Holders should communicate regularly with patient and public contributors throughout the Award.
Where appropriate, Award Holders should:
· provide updates on project progress; 
· explain how feedback has influenced decisions; 
· share research findings in accessible formats; 
· acknowledge the contribution of patient and public contributors. 
Meaningful feedback is an important component of effective PPIE.
11.8 Reporting
Award Holders shall report on PPIE activities as part of routine progress reporting.
Reports should summarise, where appropriate:
· PPIE activities undertaken; 
· contributors involved; 
· how involvement influenced the research; 
· challenges encountered; 
· lessons learned; 
· planned future involvement activities. 
The level of reporting should be proportionate to the scale and nature of the Award.
11.9 Continuous Improvement
Eczema UK encourages Award Holders to continually improve the quality of Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement throughout the Award.
Researchers are encouraged to:
· evaluate the effectiveness of their PPIE activities; 
· share examples of good practice; 
· identify opportunities to improve future involvement; 
· contribute to strengthening PPIE across the eczema research community. 
The aim of these expectations is to ensure that research funded by Eczema UK reflects the priorities, experiences and needs of people affected by eczema and delivers outcomes that are relevant, meaningful and capable of improving lives.
12. Artificial Intelligence
12.1 Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence
Eczema UK recognises that Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies have the potential to enhance research, improve efficiency and support scientific discovery when used responsibly.
Award Holders may use AI technologies in connection with Eczema UK-funded research where such use is appropriate, lawful, transparent and consistent with the principles of research integrity and good research practice.
The use of AI must not compromise scientific rigour, research integrity, participant confidentiality or public trust.
12.2 Compliance with the Eczema UK AI Policy
The Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy for Research Funding forms part of these Terms and Conditions and the Grant Agreement. 
Award Holders shall comply with the requirements of that Policy throughout the lifetime of the Award.
Where there is any inconsistency between these Terms and Conditions and the AI Policy, these Terms and Conditions shall prevail unless Eczema UK expressly states otherwise.
12.3 Researcher Responsibility
The use of AI does not diminish the responsibility of the Principal Investigator, research team or Host Institution for the conduct of the research.
Award Holders remain fully responsible for:
· scientific judgement; 
· study design and methodology; 
· interpretation of findings; 
· accuracy of research outputs; 
· compliance with ethical and legal requirements; 
· protection of confidential and personal information; and 
· all decisions made in connection with the research. 
Human oversight shall be maintained over all significant research decisions.
12.4 Transparency
Award Holders shall disclose the use of AI where required by the Eczema UK AI Policy, publisher requirements, institutional policies or applicable legal and regulatory requirements.
Researchers should maintain appropriate records of material AI use to support transparency and accountability.
12.5 Confidentiality and Data Protection
Award Holders shall ensure that confidential, personal or commercially sensitive information is not disclosed to AI systems unless such use is lawful, appropriately authorised and compliant with:
· applicable data protection legislation; 
· contractual obligations; 
· institutional policies; and 
· the Eczema UK AI Policy. 
Appropriate safeguards shall be implemented where AI systems are used to process research data.
12.6 Monitoring and Compliance
Eczema UK may request information regarding the use of AI in connection with an Award where reasonably necessary to assess compliance with these Terms and Conditions or the AI Policy.
Award Holders shall cooperate with reasonable requests for information relating to AI governance and use.
12.7 Breach of the AI Policy
Failure to comply with the Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy, or the misuse of AI in connection with an Award, may constitute a breach of these Terms and Conditions.
Eczema UK may investigate suspected breaches and, where appropriate, take action under Section 18 (Suspension, Termination and Recovery of Funds).
13. Data Management and Open Science
13.1 Eczema UK's Commitment
Eczema UK supports the responsible management, sharing and preservation of research data and outputs to maximise the value, transparency and impact of the research it funds.
Award Holders are expected to adopt open research practices wherever appropriate and to make research outputs as openly available as possible, whilst respecting legal, ethical, commercial and confidentiality obligations.
13.2 Data Management
Award Holders shall ensure that research data are managed responsibly throughout the lifetime of the Award.
Researchers shall:
· collect, store and manage research data securely; 
· maintain appropriate documentation and metadata; 
· protect confidential and personal information; 
· implement appropriate data quality assurance procedures; 
· comply with institutional policies and applicable legislation. 
Data management arrangements should be proportionate to the nature and scale of the research.
13.3 Data Protection and Confidentiality
Award Holders shall ensure that personal data are processed in accordance with applicable data protection legislation and institutional requirements.
Researchers shall take appropriate measures to protect:
· participant confidentiality; 
· personal data; 
· commercially sensitive information; 
· confidential research information. 
Where data sharing is not possible for legal, ethical or contractual reasons, Award Holders should explain the basis for any restrictions.
13.4 Open Research
Eczema UK encourages Award Holders to adopt open research practices where appropriate.
This may include:
· publication in open access journals; 
· depositing accepted manuscripts in institutional or subject repositories; 
· sharing research data where appropriate; 
· sharing study protocols and analysis plans; 
· making software, code or research tools openly available; 
· use of recognised research repositories. 
Award Holders should make research outputs as openly available as possible and as restricted as necessary.
13.5 Data Sharing
Where appropriate and lawful, Award Holders are encouraged to share research data in ways that maximise scientific value and public benefit.
Data sharing should be:
· ethical; 
· secure; 
· appropriately documented; 
· consistent with participant consent; 
· compliant with applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 
Researchers should consider the FAIR Principles, ensuring that research outputs are, wherever appropriate, Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable.
13.6 Preservation of Research Outputs
Award Holders should take reasonable steps to ensure that research outputs are preserved in appropriate repositories or institutional systems.
Where appropriate, this may include:
· datasets; 
· software and code; 
· study protocols; 
· supporting documentation; 
· digital research materials. 
Long-term preservation should be proportionate to the nature and anticipated value of the outputs.
13.7 Publications
Award Holders are expected to publish research findings arising from the Award in a timely manner, regardless of whether the results are positive, negative or inconclusive.
Researchers should avoid unnecessary delays in publication and should seek to ensure that research findings are disseminated in ways that maximise scientific and public benefit.
Publication requirements relating to acknowledgement of Eczema UK funding are set out in Section 15.
13.8 Data Management Plans
Where specified in the Award Letter, Award Holders shall prepare and maintain a Data Management Plan appropriate to the Award.
The plan should describe, where relevant:
· how research data will be collected and managed; 
· arrangements for storage and security; 
· access controls; 
· data sharing arrangements; 
· long-term preservation; 
· responsibilities for data stewardship. 
Eczema UK may request a copy of the Data Management Plan during the lifetime of the Award.
13.9 Monitoring and Compliance
Eczema UK may request information relating to data management, research outputs or open research practices where reasonably necessary to monitor compliance with these Terms and Conditions.
Award Holders shall cooperate with reasonable requests for information relating to the management, sharing and preservation of research outputs.
14. Ethical and Regulatory Requirements
14.1 Eczema UK's Commitment
Eczema UK is committed to supporting research that is conducted ethically, responsibly and in accordance with the highest standards of participant safety, scientific integrity and regulatory compliance.
Award Holders shall ensure that all research funded by Eczema UK is designed and conducted in a manner that respects the rights, dignity, safety and wellbeing of research participants, complies with applicable legal and regulatory requirements, and reflects recognised standards of good research practice.
The Host Institution and Principal Investigator share responsibility for ensuring that all necessary ethical and regulatory requirements are met throughout the lifetime of the Award.
14.2 Ethical Approval
Where research requires ethical approval, Award Holders shall obtain all necessary approvals before commencing the relevant research activities.
No Award funds shall be used for research activities requiring ethical approval until the appropriate approvals have been obtained.
Researchers shall comply with all conditions attached to ethical approvals throughout the duration of the Award.
14.3 Regulatory Approval
Where required, Award Holders shall obtain and maintain all relevant regulatory approvals, licences and permissions necessary for the conduct of the research.
Depending upon the nature of the research, this may include approval from, or compliance with, organisations such as:
· Research Ethics Committees; 
· the Health Research Authority (HRA); 
· the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA); 
· the Human Tissue Authority (HTA); 
· Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Bodies (AWERBs); 
· Institutional Review Boards or Ethics Committees; 
· NHS Research and Development Offices; and 
· any other relevant regulatory or statutory authority. 
14.4 Legal and Regulatory Compliance
Award Holders shall conduct the research in accordance with all applicable legislation, regulations and recognised standards of good practice.
Where relevant, this includes compliance with:
· UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR); 
· Data Protection Act 2018; 
· Human Tissue Act 2004; 
· Medicines for Human Use (Clinical Trials) Regulations; 
· Mental Capacity Act 2005; 
· Health Research Authority guidance; 
· Good Clinical Practice (GCP); 
· Good Laboratory Practice (GLP), where applicable; and 
· any other applicable legal or regulatory requirements. 
14.5 Participant Safety and Wellbeing
Award Holders shall take all reasonable steps to protect the rights, dignity, safety and wellbeing of research participants.
Award Holders shall ensure that:
· foreseeable risks are appropriately assessed and minimised; 
· participant welfare takes precedence over the interests of the research; 
· appropriate monitoring arrangements are in place; 
· safeguarding requirements are met where applicable; and 
· concerns affecting participant safety are managed promptly and appropriately. 
14.6 Informed Consent
Where informed consent is required, Award Holders shall ensure that participants, or those legally authorised to act on their behalf, are provided with sufficient information to enable informed decision-making.
Consent processes shall be:
· voluntary; 
· appropriately documented; 
· proportionate to the nature of the research; 
· consistent with ethical approval; and 
· compliant with applicable legislation. 
Where participants lack capacity to provide consent, researchers shall comply with the relevant legal and ethical requirements governing participation.
14.7 Amendments to Approved Research
Any material amendment affecting ethical approval or regulatory compliance shall be submitted to the relevant approving authority before implementation, where required.
Award Holders shall notify Eczema UK of any material amendment that may significantly affect:
· participant safety; 
· scientific integrity; 
· project delivery; 
· regulatory approvals; or 
· compliance with these Terms and Conditions. 
14.8 Adverse Events and Serious Incidents
Award Holders shall maintain appropriate procedures for identifying, recording and managing adverse events, serious adverse events and other reportable incidents where relevant to the nature of the research.
Serious incidents affecting participant safety, research integrity or regulatory compliance shall be reported promptly to the appropriate authorities in accordance with applicable legal, regulatory and institutional requirements.
Where such incidents materially affect an Eczema UK-funded Award, Eczema UK shall be informed without unreasonable delay.
14.9 Human Biological Materials and Sensitive Data
Where research involves human tissue, biological samples, genetic material or other sensitive information, Award Holders shall ensure that such materials and data are collected, stored, used, shared and disposed of in accordance with:
applicable legislation; 
ethical approvals; 
participant consent; 
institutional policies; and 
recognised standards of good research practice. 
Appropriate governance arrangements shall be maintained throughout the lifetime of the Award.
14.10 Animal Research
Where research funded by Eczema UK involves animals, Award Holders shall ensure that the research is conducted in accordance with all applicable legislation, regulatory requirements and recognised standards of animal welfare.
Award Holders shall apply the principles of the 3Rs: Replacement; Reduction; and Refinement. 
Award Holders shall ensure that all necessary licences and ethical approvals are obtained before animal research commences.
14.11 Ongoing Compliance
Award Holders shall monitor ongoing compliance with all ethical and regulatory requirements throughout the lifetime of the Award.
The Principal Investigator shall notify Eczema UK as soon as reasonably practicable of any:
suspension or withdrawal of ethical approval; 
significant regulatory non-compliance; 
serious protocol deviation; 
formal regulatory investigation; 
suspension of research activities by a regulatory authority; or 
other matter likely to materially affect the conduct or integrity of the Award. 
14.12 Right to Review
Where Eczema UK has reasonable concerns regarding ethical or regulatory compliance, it may request additional information from the Host Institution or Principal Investigator and may review the continued suitability of the Award.
Following such a review, Eczema UK may:
require corrective actions; 
impose additional monitoring or reporting requirements; 
suspend the Award in whole or in part; or 
take action under Section 18 (Suspension, Termination and Recovery of Funds).
15. Research Outputs, Publications and Communications
15.1 Eczema UK's Commitment
Eczema UK is committed to ensuring that the research it funds is communicated accurately, responsibly and accessibly to maximise scientific, clinical and public benefit.
Award Holders are encouraged to disseminate research findings in ways that improve understanding of eczema, inform clinical practice, support future research and benefit people affected by eczema.
Research communications should uphold the principles of research integrity, transparency and public trust.
15.2 Dissemination of Research Findings
Award Holders are expected to disseminate the findings arising from the Award in an appropriate and timely manner.
Research outputs may include:
· peer-reviewed publications; 
· conference abstracts and presentations; 
· posters; 
· preprints; 
· reports; 
· educational resources; 
· patient information resources; 
· datasets; 
· software and code; 
· policy documents; 
· clinical guidance; 
· digital or multimedia resources. 
Award Holders are encouraged to publish well-conducted research regardless of whether findings are positive, negative or inconclusive.
15.3 Acknowledgement of Eczema UK Funding
All publications, presentations, posters, press releases and other significant public communications arising wholly or partly from an Eczema UK-funded Award shall acknowledge the support of Eczema UK.
Award Holders shall comply with any branding, acknowledgement or communications guidance issued by Eczema UK.
The use of Eczema UK's name or logo shall not imply endorsement of the research findings, conclusions or recommendations unless Eczema UK has provided prior written approval.
15.4 Notification of Research Outputs
Award Holders shall notify Eczema UK of significant research outputs arising from the Award as soon as reasonably practicable following publication or public release.
This includes, where applicable:
· journal publications; 
· accepted manuscripts; 
· conference presentations; 
· major awards or recognition; 
· media coverage; 
· policy or clinical influence; 
· commercialisation activities. 
Notification enables Eczema UK to monitor the impact of its research funding and to communicate research achievements appropriately.
15.5 Working with Eczema UK
Award Holders are encouraged to work collaboratively with Eczema UK to maximise the visibility and impact of research funded by the charity.
Where reasonably practicable, Award Holders should provide Eczema UK with advance notice of significant publications, conference presentations, press releases or other major announcements relating to the Award.
This enables coordinated communications, media engagement and public awareness activities.
Where Eczema UK prepares communications relating to funded research, Award Holders shall be given a reasonable opportunity to review factual scientific content prior to publication.
15.6 Public and Patient Communication
Award Holders are encouraged to communicate research findings in ways that are accessible to people affected by eczema and the wider public.
Where appropriate, Award Holders should prepare:
· lay summaries; 
· patient-facing information; 
· public engagement materials; 
· accessible presentations; 
· educational resources. 
Communications should be accurate, balanced and appropriate for the intended audience.
15.7 Media Engagement
Award Holders shall ensure that public statements relating to Eczema UK-funded research are accurate, evidence-based and proportionate.
Researchers should avoid overstating findings or making claims that are not supported by the available evidence.
Where significant media interest is anticipated, Award Holders are encouraged to liaise with both their Host Institution and Eczema UK before public announcements are made.
15.8 Social Media and Digital Communications
Award Holders are encouraged to communicate responsibly through social media and other digital platforms.
Where communications relate to an Eczema UK-funded Award, Award Holders shall comply with the Eczema UK Social Media Engagement Policy, which forms part of the Grant Agreement. 
Award Holders shall ensure that digital communications are:
· accurate; 
· evidence-based; 
· respectful; 
· consistent with participant confidentiality; 
· compliant with applicable legal, regulatory and institutional requirements. 
15.9 Academic Independence
Nothing in these Terms and Conditions shall restrict the academic freedom of Award Holders to publish, present or discuss the results of their research.
Eczema UK respects the independence of researchers and does not seek to influence the scientific interpretation or reporting of research findings.
Award Holders remain responsible for the accuracy, integrity and quality of all research outputs.
15.10 Monitoring and Reporting
Award Holders shall provide Eczema UK with information relating to publications, presentations and other significant research outputs as part of routine Award reporting.
Where known, Award Holders should also report evidence of wider impact, including:
· influence on clinical practice; 
· policy development; 
· implementation into healthcare; 
· public engagement; 
· commercialisation; 
· further research funding; 
· awards and recognition. 
Eczema UK may use this information to evaluate the impact of its research funding and to demonstrate the public benefit arising from charitable investment in research.
15.11 Use of Research Information by Eczema UK
Award Holders grant Eczema UK a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free licence to use non-confidential information relating to the Award for the purposes of advancing its charitable objectives.
This may include:
· project titles and descriptions; 
· lay summaries; 
· approved images; 
· quotations; 
· published research outputs; 
· presentations; 
· reports of research progress and impact. 
Eczema UK may use such information in:
· annual reports; 
· impact reports; 
· fundraising materials; 
· grant reporting; 
· educational resources; 
· advocacy activities; 
· newsletters; 
· websites; 
· social media; 
· other communications supporting its charitable purposes. 
Eczema UK shall not publish confidential information or disclose intellectual property without the agreement of the Host Institution or Award Holder, unless required by law or by a regulatory authority.
16. Intellectual Property, Commercialisation and Exploitation
16.1 Principles
Eczema UK supports the generation of new knowledge, technologies and innovations that have the potential to improve the lives of people affected by eczema.
The charity encourages the appropriate identification, protection, management and commercial exploitation of intellectual property arising from research it funds, recognising that successful translation of research can accelerate improvements in prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient care.
As a registered medical research charity, Eczema UK has a duty to ensure that the useful results of research it funds are applied for the public benefit. Where charitable funding contributes to commercially successful outcomes, Eczema UK considers it appropriate that a fair proportion of the resulting financial benefit is reinvested into future research and charitable activities.
Nothing in these Terms and Conditions transfers ownership of intellectual property to Eczema UK unless expressly agreed in writing.
16.2 Ownership of Intellectual Property
Ownership of intellectual property arising from research funded by Eczema UK shall remain with the Host Institution or other party entitled to ownership under applicable law, institutional policy or contractual agreement.
The Host Institution shall ensure that all employees, students, visiting researchers, subcontractors and other individuals participating in the Award are engaged on terms that vest ownership of Eczema UK-funded intellectual property in the Host Institution, where appropriate.
16.3 Licence to Eczema UK
The Host Institution grants Eczema UK a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, royalty-free licence to use intellectual property and associated research outputs arising from the Award for its own non-commercial charitable purposes.
Such purposes include, but are not limited to:
· education; 
· public engagement; 
· patient information; 
· advocacy; 
· policy development; 
· fundraising; 
· reporting to donors, regulators and stakeholders; and 
· other activities undertaken in furtherance of Eczema UK's charitable objectives. 
Nothing in this licence permits Eczema UK to exploit the intellectual property for commercial purposes.
16.4 Identification and Protection of Intellectual Property
The Host Institution shall maintain appropriate procedures for the identification, protection, management and commercial exploitation of intellectual property arising from Eczema UK-funded research.
Where potentially valuable intellectual property is identified, the Host Institution shall take reasonable steps to ensure that:
· the intellectual property is appropriately assessed; 
· suitable protection is sought where justified; 
· confidential information is safeguarded; 
· unnecessary public disclosure prior to protection is avoided; and 
· any delay to publication is limited to the minimum reasonably necessary. 
16.5 Notification of Intellectual Property
The Principal Investigator and Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK promptly in writing where research funded wholly or partly by an Eczema UK Award results in, or is reasonably expected to result in, commercially exploitable intellectual property.
Notification should include, where appropriate:
· patent applications; 
· granted patents; 
· licence agreements; 
· assignments of intellectual property; 
· spin-out or start-up companies; 
· significant commercial collaborations; 
· products or technologies entering commercial development; and 
· any other material commercial opportunity arising from the Award. 
The Host Institution shall keep Eczema UK informed of significant developments relating to the protection and commercialisation of such intellectual property.
16.6 Commercialisation
The Host Institution shall be responsible for the protection, management and commercial exploitation of intellectual property arising from the Award.
Before entering into any material commercial exploitation of intellectual property arising directly from Eczema UK-funded research, the Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK and engage in good-faith discussions regarding the proposed commercialisation and the associated revenue-sharing arrangements.
Eczema UK will not unreasonably withhold or delay its agreement to proposed commercialisation where the arrangements are consistent with its charitable objectives and these Terms and Conditions.
Where Eczema UK does not respond within thirty (30) days of receiving a written request containing sufficient information to assess the proposal, the Host Institution may proceed with the proposed commercialisation, without prejudice to Eczema UK's entitlement to negotiate revenue-sharing under Section 16.7.
Assignment of intellectual property to a Host Institution's technology transfer office or wholly owned technology transfer company for the purposes of protection or commercialisation shall not require Eczema UK's prior agreement.
16.7 Revenue Sharing
Where research funded wholly or partly by Eczema UK generates commercially exploitable intellectual property, Eczema UK shall be entitled to share in the Net Commercial Revenues arising from its commercial exploitation.
The Host Institution agrees to negotiate promptly and in good faith with Eczema UK to establish a revenue-sharing agreement that reflects:
· Eczema UK's financial contribution to the research; 
· contributions made by other funders and collaborating organisations; 
· the value and commercial potential of the intellectual property; 
· the costs and risks associated with commercial development; and 
· the objective of ensuring that charitable investment delivers continuing public benefit. 
Prior to the distribution of commercial revenues, the Host Institution and Eczema UK shall enter into an appropriate revenue-sharing agreement. 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, Net Commercial Revenues means gross revenues received from commercial exploitation less:
· Direct Costs of obtaining, protecting, maintaining and enforcing the intellectual property; 
· reasonable external legal, patent attorney and regulatory costs; 
· agreed Technology Transfer Office (TTO) translation costs. 
Direct Costs shall not include internal salary costs, institutional overheads, inventor remuneration or taxation liabilities.
Technology Transfer Office translation costs shall normally be limited to 5–10% of revenues after deduction of Direct Costs. Where a higher percentage is proposed, the Host Institution shall demonstrate to Eczema UK why the higher deduction is justified.
Revenue-sharing arrangements shall normally be documented in a separate agreement executed before commercial revenues are distributed.
All revenues received by Eczema UK shall be applied solely in furtherance of its charitable purposes.
16.8 Commercial Agreements and Third-Party Rights
The Host Institution shall use reasonable endeavours to ensure that consultancy agreements, material transfer agreements, collaboration agreements and other third-party arrangements do not unnecessarily restrict the publication, management or commercial exploitation of Eczema UK-funded research.
Award Holders shall notify Eczema UK of any pre-existing obligations or third-party rights that may materially affect compliance with these Terms and Conditions.
The Host Institution should avoid granting reach-through rights over Eczema UK-funded intellectual property wherever reasonably possible.
Where commercial providers of research materials require rights over resulting intellectual property, the Host Institution should seek arrangements that preserve the ability to maximise public benefit while recognising legitimate commercial interests.
16.9 Publication and Intellectual Property
Award Holders should take reasonable steps to ensure that potentially valuable intellectual property is appropriately protected before public disclosure.
Reasonable delays to publication may be permitted to facilitate protection of intellectual property, provided such delays are limited to the minimum necessary and do not unnecessarily restrict dissemination of research findings.
16.10 Intellectual Property Disputes
Any dispute concerning the ownership, protection or commercial exploitation of intellectual property shall remain the responsibility of the relevant parties.
Where such disputes materially affect the Award, the Host Institution shall notify Eczema UK without undue delay and keep the charity informed of material developments.
16.11 Public Benefit
Award Holders and Host Institutions shall manage intellectual property arising from Eczema UK-funded research in a manner that seeks to maximise public benefit through the responsible translation of research into improved healthcare, treatments, diagnostics, technologies and services for people affected by eczema.
17. Monitoring, Audit and Evaluation
17.1 Monitoring and Oversight
Eczema UK has a responsibility to ensure that charitable funds are used effectively, responsibly and in accordance with these Terms and Conditions.
Accordingly, Eczema UK reserves the right to monitor the scientific, financial and operational progress of any Award throughout its duration and, where appropriate, following its completion.
Monitoring activities are intended to:
· ensure the appropriate stewardship of charitable funds; 
· assess progress against agreed objectives, milestones and deliverables; 
· support the successful delivery of funded research; 
· monitor compliance with these Terms and Conditions and associated policies; 
· evaluate research outputs, outcomes and impact; and 
· demonstrate accountability to donors, regulators, trustees and other stakeholders. 
Monitoring arrangements shall be proportionate to the nature, value, duration and level of risk associated with the Award.
17.2 Cooperation
The Host Institution, Principal Investigator and all individuals involved in the Award shall cooperate fully with reasonable requests made by Eczema UK in connection with the monitoring, management or evaluation of the Award.
Award Holders shall provide such information and documentation as Eczema UK may reasonably require, including:
· scientific progress reports; 
· financial reports; 
· supporting financial records; 
· evidence of expenditure; 
· information relating to research outputs and impact; 
· governance documentation; and 
· any other information reasonably required to monitor the Award. 
17.3 Access to Records
The Host Institution shall maintain complete and accurate records relating to the Award and shall make such records available to Eczema UK upon reasonable notice where necessary to verify compliance with these Terms and Conditions.
Records may include:
· financial records; 
· research records; 
· governance documentation; 
· ethics and regulatory approvals; 
· reports submitted to regulators or other funders where relevant; 
· documentation supporting expenditure claimed under the Award. 
Nothing in this clause requires disclosure of personal data, participant-identifiable information or commercially confidential information except where disclosure is required by law or expressly authorised.
17.4 Audit
Eczema UK reserves the right to undertake, or appoint an appropriately qualified independent third party to undertake on its behalf, an audit of any Award where this is reasonably necessary.
An audit may examine:
· financial management; 
· compliance with these Terms and Conditions; 
· use of Award funds; 
· governance arrangements; 
· research records; 
· reporting; 
· compliance with applicable legislation and Eczema UK policies. 
The Host Institution shall provide reasonable access to relevant records, facilities and personnel and shall cooperate fully with any audit.
Except where urgent investigation is required, Eczema UK will normally provide reasonable advance notice before commencing an audit.
17.5 Evaluation of Research Outcomes and Impact
Award Holders agree to participate in reasonable monitoring and evaluation activities undertaken by Eczema UK during and after completion of the Award.
Eczema UK may request information relating to:
· publications and citations; 
· clinical impact; 
· influence on healthcare policy or clinical practice; 
· patient benefit; 
· intellectual property and commercialisation; 
· follow-on research funding; 
· implementation of research findings; 
· public and patient engagement; 
· training and career development; 
· other indicators of scientific, clinical or societal impact. 
Eczema UK recognises that the full impact of research may not become apparent until several years after an Award has ended.
17.6 Post-Award Monitoring
For a reasonable period following completion of the Award, Eczema UK may request updates regarding significant developments arising from the funded research.
These may include:
· publications; 
· patents; 
· licences; 
· commercialisation activities; 
· implementation into clinical practice; 
· policy influence; 
· further research funding; 
· awards or other significant recognition. 
The extent of post-award monitoring shall be proportionate to the nature of the Award and the anticipated impact of the research.
17.7 Record Retention
The Host Institution shall retain all records relating to the Award in accordance with applicable legal, regulatory and institutional requirements.
Unless a longer retention period is required by law or institutional policy:
· financial records shall be retained for a minimum of six (6) years following completion of the Award; and 
· research records shall be retained in accordance with recognised standards of good research practice and applicable institutional policies. 
17.8 Evaluation and Organisational Learning
Eczema UK is committed to continually improving the quality, effectiveness and impact of its research funding programmes.
Award Holders are encouraged to contribute to evaluation activities by providing feedback on:
· the application and peer review process; 
· Award management; 
· reporting requirements; 
· Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE); 
· equality, diversity and inclusion; 
· research culture; 
· opportunities to strengthen future funding programmes. 
Eczema UK may use information obtained through these evaluations to improve its research strategy, funding schemes, governance arrangements and support for researchers.
17.9 Confidentiality
Eczema UK shall treat information obtained through monitoring, audit and evaluation activities as confidential except where disclosure is:
· required by law; 
· required by a regulatory authority; 
· necessary for audit, assurance or governance purposes; 
· necessary to protect the integrity of the Award or charitable funds; or 
· authorised by the Host Institution or Award Holder. 
Eczema UK shall take reasonable steps to safeguard confidential and commercially sensitive information obtained through monitoring activities.
17.10 Continuous Improvement
Where monitoring identifies issues affecting the successful delivery of an Award, Eczema UK will normally seek to work constructively with the Host Institution and Award Holders to resolve those issues through discussion, guidance and agreed corrective actions before considering formal enforcement measures.
Nothing in this Section limits Eczema UK's rights under Section 18 (Suspension, Termination and Recovery of Funds) where serious, persistent or material non-compliance is identified.
17.11 Long-Term Impact
Award Holders acknowledge that the scientific, clinical, commercial and societal impact of research may continue to develop long after the Award has ended.
For a reasonable period following completion of the Award, Eczema UK may request information on significant long-term outcomes arising from the research, including:
· major scientific discoveries; 
· clinical implementation; 
· improvements in patient care or health outcomes; 
· policy or guideline development; 
· intellectual property and commercialisation; 
· further research funding; 
· educational or public engagement activities; 
· wider societal or economic impact. 
Award Holders and Host Institutions shall use reasonable endeavours to provide such information where it remains available.
Eczema UK may use information relating to the long-term impact of funded research to evaluate its research programmes, demonstrate the public benefit arising from charitable investment, fulfil reporting obligations to regulators and funders, and support education, advocacy and future fundraising activities.
18. Suspension, Termination and Recovery of Funds
18.1 General Principles
Eczema UK is committed to working collaboratively with Host Institutions and Award Holders to support the successful delivery of funded research and to maximise the public benefit arising from charitable investment.
Where concerns arise regarding the management, conduct or delivery of an Award, Eczema UK will normally seek to resolve such issues through discussion, guidance and agreed corrective actions before exercising its rights under this Section.
Eczema UK will exercise its rights under this Section reasonably, proportionately and in accordance with the principles of good charity governance.
However, Eczema UK reserves the right to suspend, terminate or recover funding where this is necessary to:
· protect research participants; 
· safeguard charitable funds; 
· preserve research integrity; 
· ensure compliance with legal or regulatory requirements; 
· protect the reputation and charitable objectives of Eczema UK; or 
· secure the proper stewardship of charitable resources. 
18.2 Suspension of an Award
Eczema UK may suspend all or part of an Award where it reasonably believes that:
· there has been a material breach of these Terms and Conditions; 
· satisfactory progress is not being made against agreed objectives, milestones or deliverables without reasonable justification; 
· financial, scientific or governance concerns require further investigation; 
· required scientific, financial or other reports have not been submitted despite reasonable requests; 
· ethical, regulatory or statutory approvals have lapsed, been suspended or withdrawn; 
· concerns have been raised regarding participant safety, safeguarding or research governance; 
· allegations of research misconduct are subject to formal investigation; 
· there is suspected fraud, bribery, corruption, financial irregularity or misuse of Award funds; 
· the Host Institution or Award Holder has failed to comply with applicable legislation, regulatory requirements or institutional policies; or 
· any other circumstance arises which, in Eczema UK's reasonable opinion, places the successful delivery of the Award, the integrity of the research or the proper use of charitable funds at material risk. 
During any period of suspension, Eczema UK may withhold further payments until the matters giving rise to the suspension have been satisfactorily resolved.
Eczema UK may specify reasonable conditions that must be met before the Award is reinstated.
18.3 Termination of an Award
Eczema UK may terminate an Award, in whole or in part, where:
· the circumstances giving rise to suspension are not resolved within a reasonable period; 
· there has been a serious or persistent breach of these Terms and Conditions; 
· Award funds have been knowingly misused or applied for purposes not approved by Eczema UK; 
· research misconduct has been substantiated, including fabrication, falsification, plagiarism or serious misuse of Artificial Intelligence contrary to Eczema UK's AI Policy; 
· ethical or regulatory approval has been permanently withdrawn and the research cannot lawfully continue; 
· the Award Holder or Host Institution knowingly provides false, inaccurate or misleading information to Eczema UK; 
· the research is discontinued, abandoned or becomes incapable of completion; 
· the Host Institution becomes insolvent or is otherwise unable to administer the Award; 
· continuation of the Award would, in Eczema UK's reasonable opinion, create a significant risk to research participants, charitable funds, research integrity or Eczema UK's reputation; or 
· the Host Institution requests that the Award be terminated. 
Where reasonably practicable, Eczema UK will provide written reasons for its decision.
18.4 Immediate Suspension or Termination
Eczema UK may suspend or terminate an Award with immediate effect where immediate action is reasonably necessary to:
· protect research participants; 
· safeguard charitable assets; 
· prevent unlawful activity; 
· preserve research integrity; 
· comply with legal or regulatory obligations; 
· respond to serious safeguarding concerns; or 
· protect the reputation or charitable interests of Eczema UK. 
Where immediate action is taken, Eczema UK will notify the Host Institution as soon as reasonably practicable and explain the reasons for its decision.
18.5 Recovery of Funds
Where an Award is suspended or terminated, Eczema UK may require repayment of all or part of the Award where it reasonably determines that funds have:
· not been spent; 
· been spent outside the approved scope of the Award; 
· been obtained through false or misleading information; 
· been used fraudulently, dishonestly or unlawfully; 
· been used in material breach of these Terms and Conditions; or 
· not been adequately accounted for. 
In determining whether repayment is appropriate, Eczema UK will have regard to:
· the seriousness of the breach; 
· whether the breach was deliberate or inadvertent; 
· the extent of any financial loss; 
· the scientific progress achieved; 
· the public benefit arising from the research completed to date; and 
· any remedial actions taken by the Host Institution. 
Eczema UK may offset any sums recoverable against future payments where appropriate.
18.6 Wind-Down of the Award
Where an Award is suspended or terminated, the Host Institution shall work with Eczema UK to ensure the orderly and responsible conclusion of the funded research.
Where appropriate, this shall include:
· submission of outstanding scientific reports; 
· submission of a final financial statement; 
· return of any unspent Award funds; 
· appropriate arrangements for research participants; 
· fulfilment of outstanding ethical and regulatory obligations; 
· secure retention of research records and data; 
· appropriate management of research materials and samples; 
· management of intellectual property arising from the Award; and 
· communication with collaborators, funders and other stakeholders where necessary. 
18.7 Continuing Obligations
Suspension, termination or completion of an Award shall not affect any rights or obligations intended to continue beyond the end of the Award.
These include, where applicable:
· confidentiality; 
· data protection; 
· research integrity; 
· publication and acknowledgement requirements; 
· intellectual property; 
· commercialisation and revenue sharing; 
· record retention; 
· audit rights; 
· post-award monitoring; 
· long-term impact reporting; and 
· any financial obligations arising before termination. 
18.8 Representations and Review
Except where immediate action is required under Section 18.4, Eczema UK will normally provide the Host Institution with an opportunity to make written representations before reaching a final decision to terminate an Award.
Representations shall be submitted within the timeframe specified by Eczema UK.
Eczema UK will consider any representations received before making its final decision and will notify the Host Institution of the outcome in writing.
Nothing in this clause prevents the Host Institution from using Eczema UK's formal complaints or governance procedures where applicable.
18.9 No Waiver
Any failure or delay by Eczema UK in exercising any right or remedy under these Terms and Conditions shall not constitute a waiver of that right or remedy.
The exercise of any right or remedy shall not prevent Eczema UK from exercising any other right or remedy available under these Terms and Conditions or at law.
18.10 Survival
The provisions of these Terms and Conditions relating to confidentiality, data protection, research integrity, publications, acknowledgement of funding, intellectual property, commercialisation, revenue sharing, audit, monitoring, record retention and any other provisions which by their nature are intended to survive shall continue in force following the completion, suspension or termination of the Award for so long as is reasonably necessary.
19. General Legal Provisions
19.1 Status of the Award
Acceptance of an Award does not create an employment relationship, partnership, joint venture or agency relationship between Eczema UK, the Host Institution or any Award Holder.
Nothing in these Terms and Conditions shall be construed as creating any relationship other than that of funder and recipient.
19.2 Compliance with Laws
The Host Institution and Award Holders shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and regulatory requirements relevant to the Award, including those relating to:
· research governance; 
· data protection; 
· equality and discrimination; 
· health and safety; 
· safeguarding; 
· export controls and research security; 
· anti-bribery and anti-corruption; 
· fraud prevention; and 
· sanctions and other applicable legal requirements. 
19.3 Confidentiality
Each party shall treat confidential information received in connection with the Award as confidential and shall not disclose such information to any third party except:
· where required by law; 
· where required by a regulator or competent authority; 
· where disclosure is necessary for the administration or monitoring of the Award; or 
· with the prior written agreement of the other party. 
This clause shall not apply to information already in the public domain through no fault of the receiving party.
19.4 Data Protection
Each party shall comply with all applicable UK data protection legislation, including the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.
Each party shall remain responsible for its own processing of personal data arising from the Award.
19.5 Notices
Any formal notice required under these Terms and Conditions shall be given in writing and sent by email or other agreed method to the contacts identified in the Award Letter unless otherwise notified.
Notices shall be deemed received on the next Working Day following transmission where no delivery failure notification has been received.
19.6 Variation
Eczema UK may amend these Terms and Conditions from time to time.
Any amendment affecting an existing Award shall normally require the agreement of the Host Institution unless the amendment:
· is required by law; 
· reflects changes in regulatory requirements; or 
· is reasonably necessary to protect Eczema UK's charitable or legal obligations. 
Any amendments shall be communicated in writing.
19.7 Assignment
The Host Institution shall not assign, transfer or otherwise dispose of any rights or obligations arising under these Terms and Conditions without Eczema UK's prior written consent.
Eczema UK may transfer its rights and obligations to any successor organisation or charity undertaking substantially the same charitable purposes.
19.8 Waiver
Failure or delay by either party to exercise any right shall not constitute a waiver of that right.
No waiver shall be effective unless made in writing.

19.9 Severability
If any provision of these Terms and Conditions is found by a court or other competent authority to be unlawful, invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect.
The parties shall seek to replace any invalid provision with one that most closely reflects the original intention.
19.10 Entire Agreement
These Terms and Conditions, together with:
· the Award Letter; 
· the approved application; 
· the approved budget; 
· any Special Conditions; 
· the Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy; 
· the Eczema UK Social Media Engagement Policy; and 
· any documents expressly incorporated by reference, 
constitute the entire agreement between Eczema UK and the Host Institution in relation to the Award.
19.11 Dispute Resolution
The parties shall use reasonable endeavours to resolve any dispute arising under these Terms and Conditions through good-faith discussions in the first instance.
If the dispute cannot be resolved through discussion, the parties may agree to refer the matter to mediation before commencing legal proceedings.
Nothing in this clause prevents either party from seeking urgent legal remedies where necessary.
19.12 Governing Law and Jurisdiction
These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of England and Wales.
Subject to Section 19.11, the courts of England and Wales shall have exclusive jurisdiction to determine any dispute arising from or in connection with these Terms and Conditions.
19.13 Interpretation
Headings are included for convenience only and do not affect interpretation.
Unless the context otherwise requires:
· words in the singular include the plural and vice versa; 
· references to any legislation include any amendment, replacement or re-enactment of that legislation; 
· references to "including" or "includes" shall be interpreted as meaning "including without limitation". 
19.14 Effective Date
These Terms and Conditions apply to all Eczema UK Research Awards commencing on or after 09 November 2026 and shall remain in force until replaced by a subsequent version.
Appendices
Appendix A – Eczema UK Research Funding Framework
A.1 Purpose
This appendix explains the documents that together comprise the Eczema UK Research Funding Framework and clarifies which documents form part of the legally binding Grant Agreement and which are issued as supporting guidance.
Unless expressly stated otherwise in the Award Letter, only those documents identified as Contractual Documents create legally binding obligations between Eczema UK, the Host Institution and the Award Holder.
Supporting guidance is intended to assist Award Holders in meeting the requirements of the Grant Agreement but does not create additional contractual obligations unless expressly incorporated by reference into the Award Letter.
A.2 Contractual Documents
The Grant Agreement comprises the following documents.
	Document
	Purpose

	Award Letter
	Confirms the Award, funding amount, duration, payment schedule, reporting requirements and any Special Conditions applying to the Award.

	Research Funding Terms and Conditions
	Sets out the contractual obligations governing the Award.

	Approved Application
	Defines the approved scientific objectives, methodology, workplan, milestones and expected research outputs.

	Approved Budget
	Specifies the approved expenditure and financial conditions of the Award.

	Eczema UK Artificial Intelligence Policy for Research Funding
	Establishes the requirements governing the responsible use of Artificial Intelligence in Eczema UK-funded research.

	Eczema UK Social Media Engagement Policy
	Sets out expectations relating to responsible public communications and social media activity connected with Eczema UK-funded research.


In the event of any inconsistency between these documents, the following order of precedence shall apply unless otherwise stated in the Award Letter:
1. Award Letter (including Special Conditions) 
2. Research Funding Terms and Conditions 
3. Approved Application 
4. Approved Budget 
5. Contractual Policies incorporated into the Award Letter 
A.3 Supporting Guidance
Eczema UK may publish guidance to assist Award Holders in delivering high-quality research and complying with the Grant Agreement.
Supporting guidance does not form part of the legally binding Grant Agreement unless expressly incorporated into the Award Letter.
Supporting guidance may include, but is not limited to:
	Guidance
	Purpose

	Research Branding and Communications Guidance
	Guidance on branding, acknowledgement of Eczema UK funding, media engagement and public communications.

	Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) Guidance
	Good practice guidance for involving people with lived experience throughout the research lifecycle.

	Financial Management Guidance
	Guidance on eligible costs, expenditure, reporting and value for money.

	Reporting Guidance
	Guidance on scientific, financial and impact reporting requirements, including report templates.

	Commercialisation and Revenue Sharing Guidance
	Guidance on intellectual property management, commercialisation and revenue-sharing discussions.

	Research Governance Guidance
	Additional guidance issued by Eczema UK to support research integrity, governance and best practice where appropriate.


Eczema UK may revise or update supporting guidance from time to time to reflect developments in legislation, research governance or organisational policy.
A.4 External Standards and Guidance
Award Holders are expected to have regard to recognised national and international standards of good research practice where relevant to the Award.
These may include guidance published by organisations such as:
· Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) 
· UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) 
· National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
· Health Research Authority (HRA) 
· Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 
· UK Concordat to Support Research Integrity 
· Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
· Human Tissue Authority (HTA) 
Such external guidance is referenced to support good research practice and does not form part of the Grant Agreement unless expressly incorporated by reference.
A.5 Future Policies and Guidance
Eczema UK may issue additional policies, guidance documents, templates or standard forms to support the effective administration of its Research Funding Programme.
Unless expressly incorporated into the Award Letter, such documents shall not create additional contractual obligations but should be followed as examples of good practice where applicable.
Appendix B – Standard Reporting Requirements
The Award Letter will specify the reporting requirements applicable to each Award. Standard reporting may include:
· Scientific progress reports 
· Financial reports 
· Milestone reporting 
· Go/No-Go reviews (where applicable) 
· Annual reports (PhD Studentships) 
· Final scientific reports 
· Final financial statements 
· Lay summaries 
· Research outputs reporting 
· Impact reporting 
· Post-award impact updates 
Eczema UK may publish reporting templates and guidance to support consistent reporting across its funding programmes.
Appendix C – Standard Financial Requirements
This appendix provides operational guidance on financial management and complements Section 6 of these Terms and Conditions.
Topics may include:
· Eligible expenditure 
· Ineligible expenditure 
· Budget variations and virements 
· Procurement expectations 
· Financial reporting requirements 
· Treatment of underspends 
· Treatment of overspends 
· Record retention 
· Value for money 
· Financial assurance and audit 
Appendix D – Research Branding and Communications Guidance
This appendix provides guidance on communicating Eczema UK-funded research and acknowledging Eczema UK's support.
Topics may include:
· Funding acknowledgements 
· Use of the Eczema UK name and logo 
· Publications 
· Press releases 
· Media engagement 
· Social media 
· Photography and film 
· Public engagement activities 
· Case studies 
· Impact stories 

Appendix E – Commercialisation and Revenue Sharing Guidance
This appendix provides operational guidance to support the intellectual property and commercialisation provisions contained in Section 16.
Topics may include:
· Intellectual property management 
· Notification of commercial opportunities 
· Patent protection 
· Licensing 
· Spin-out companies 
· Equity arrangements 
· Technology Transfer Office (TTO) costs 
· Calculation of Net Commercial Revenue 
· Revenue-sharing arrangements 
· Commercialisation reporting 
This appendix supplements, but does not replace, the contractual obligations contained within Section 16.
Appendix F – Grant Management Forms and Templates
Eczema UK may publish standard forms and templates to support the administration of Awards.
These may include:
· Grant Acceptance Form 
· Award Variation Request Form 
· No-Cost Extension Request Form 
· Change of Principal Investigator Request Form 
· Change of Host Institution Request Form 
· Scientific Progress Report Template 
· Financial Report Template 
· Final Report Template 
· Lay Summary Template 
· Impact Report Template 
· Commercialisation Notification Form 
· Research Misconduct Notification Form 
The use of standard templates helps ensure consistency, proportionality and efficient administration of Eczema UK's research funding programmes.
Document Review
These Research Funding Terms and Conditions shall be reviewed periodically to ensure they remain consistent with:
· Eczema UK's charitable objectives and research strategy; 
· developments in research governance and recognised best practice; 
· changes in legislation and regulation; 
· guidance issued by organisations including the AMRC, UKRI, NIHR and the Health Research Authority; and 
· lessons learned from the operation and evaluation of Eczema UK's research funding programmes. 
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