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Frequently Asked Questions
Applying for Eczema UK Research Funding
2026/27 funding round

This page answers common questions about applying for research funding from Eczema UK. Applicants should also read the full guidance for the relevant funding scheme before applying, as eligibility requirements, funding limits and assessment criteria may vary between funding calls.

As a patient charity, Eczema UK places the experiences, needs and priorities of people affected by eczema at the heart of our research programme. Alongside scientific quality, we consider the relevance and potential benefit of proposed research to the eczema community. People with lived experience contribute directly to our research funding process through our Experts by Experience (EXEC) Group.
Who can apply for Eczema UK research funding?
Eczema UK research funding is available to researchers based at eligible UK research institutions, subject to the eligibility requirements of the individual funding scheme.
The Lead Applicant must meet the requirements set out in the guidance for the relevant funding call.
What research does Eczema UK fund?
We fund research that advances understanding of eczema and has the potential to make a meaningful difference to people affected by the condition.
Applications should be relevant to eczema and align with the objectives of the funding scheme and Eczema UK’s Research Strategy.
We welcome research from a range of disciplines and encourage interdisciplinary approaches where these are appropriate to the research question.
Alongside scientific quality, we are particularly interested in whether applicants can demonstrate why the research matters to people affected by eczema and how it could ultimately improve their lives, care or treatment.
Does my research need to address an Eczema UK research priority?
Applications must align with the scope and objectives of the relevant funding call and Eczema UK’s Research Strategy.
Where a funding call identifies particular research priorities, applicants should explain clearly how their proposal addresses them. Research priorities informed by people affected by eczema, healthcare professionals and the wider eczema community may be used to help shape future Eczema UK funding calls.
Applicants should refer to the individual funding-call guidance for any specific priority areas.
What funding opportunities are available?
Eczema UK runs competitive research funding calls. Funding schemes may include PhD Studentships and Catalyst Grants, as well as other research funding opportunities introduced from time to time.
The amount of funding available, duration of the award and eligibility requirements are specified in the guidance for each funding call.
Can researchers at any career stage apply?
This depends on the funding scheme.
We are committed to supporting the development of eczema research capacity and welcome applications involving early career researchers as well as established investigators.
Applicants should check the eligibility requirements for the individual funding scheme, including any requirements relating to the experience or position of the Lead Applicant or supervisory team.
Does the proposed research have to be based in the UK?
Eczema UK research awards are made through eligible UK Host Institutions. Applications must be submitted through an eligible UK institution; individual students cannot apply directly to Eczema UK.
International collaboration may be possible where appropriate to the proposed research, subject to the requirements of the individual funding scheme.
Can international students apply for an Eczema UK PhD Studentship?
Yes. International students may be considered for an Eczema UK-funded PhD Studentship, subject to the eligibility requirements of the individual funding call and the Host Institution.
Eczema UK funding covers tuition fees only at the UK domestic (Home) fee rate. Eczema UK does not cover the additional difference between UK Home and international tuition fees. Where an international student is appointed, the Host Institution and/or supervisory team must ensure that any difference in fees is covered from another source and is not charged to the Eczema UK award.
Students cannot apply directly to Eczema UK for a PhD Studentship. All applications must be submitted by an eligible supervisor through a UK Host Institution in accordance with the relevant funding call.
Prospective students, including international students, who are interested in an Eczema UK-funded PhD should therefore identify and contact a potential supervisor at an eligible UK institution to discuss developing an application.
Applicants and prospective students should also check the Host Institution’s requirements relating to international student eligibility, admissions and any applicable visa or immigration requirements.
Can I submit more than one application?
Applicants should check the guidance for the individual funding call for any restrictions on the number of applications on which an individual may be named.
Where an applicant is involved in more than one proposal, each application must represent a distinct programme of work.
Can I apply if I have previously received funding from Eczema UK?
Previous Eczema UK funding does not automatically prevent a researcher from applying for a future award.
Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements for the relevant funding scheme. A new application should represent a distinct programme of work and must not request funding for costs already supported through another award.
Can I resubmit an application that was previously unsuccessful?
Unless the relevant funding call states otherwise, applicants may submit a revised proposal that has previously been considered by Eczema UK.
A resubmitted application should take appropriate account of feedback received during the previous assessment and should clearly identify any substantive changes where requested in the application guidance. Resubmission does not guarantee funding and the application will be assessed competitively alongside other eligible applications in the new funding round.
Does Eczema UK fund research involving other health conditions?
The primary focus of an application must be relevant to eczema.
Research involving comorbidities, related conditions or wider health issues may be eligible where there is a clear and substantive connection to eczema and the proposed work falls within the scope of the relevant funding call.
If you are unsure whether your proposed research is within scope, please contact the Eczema UK research team before applying.
How important is patient involvement in my application?
The patient voice is an important part of Eczema UK’s research funding process.
As a patient charity, we want the research we fund to address questions that matter to people affected by eczema and to be designed and communicated with their needs and experiences in mind.
Applicants are therefore expected to consider meaningful involvement of people affected by eczema throughout the development and delivery of their research, wherever appropriate to the proposed study.
how people affected by eczema have contributed to the development of the research question or study design;
how patients, carers or members of the public will be involved during the research;
how their input has influenced, or will influence, the project rather than simply being sought;
how involvement will be made accessible and inclusive; and
how findings will be communicated back to people affected by eczema.
We recognise that meaningful patient involvement will look different across laboratory, clinical, qualitative, methodological and other types of research. We are interested in meaningful and proportionate involvement rather than a one-size-fits-all approach.
Where patient involvement is not appropriate or possible for a particular aspect of the proposed research, applicants should explain why.
Do I need to involve people affected by eczema before submitting my application?
We strongly encourage applicants to involve people affected by eczema as early as is meaningful and appropriate to the proposed research. Early involvement can help researchers ensure that the research question, study design, outcomes and plans for communicating findings reflect the needs and priorities of people affected by eczema.
We recognise that the nature and extent of involvement will vary according to the type and stage of research. Applicants should explain what involvement has taken place in developing the proposal, what difference this has made, and how people affected by eczema will continue to be involved where appropriate.
Where pre-application involvement has not been possible or is not appropriate, applicants should explain why and describe how patient perspectives will be incorporated during the proposed research.
Can I include costs for patient and public involvement?
Where permitted by the relevant funding scheme, applicants should include appropriate and proportionate costs associated with meaningful patient and public involvement. This may include reimbursement of reasonable expenses and appropriate recognition or payment for people’s time and contribution.
Applicants should consult the funding guidance for the relevant scheme and provide a clear justification for any PPIE costs requested.
Can Eczema UK help me involve people affected by eczema in developing my application?
Potentially, yes.
Eczema UK’s Experts by Experience (EXEC) Group brings together people with lived experience of eczema who contribute to our wider research programme.
Researchers interested in involving people affected by eczema in the development of their research should contact the Eczema UK research team as early as possible.
We cannot guarantee that EXEC input will be available within an applicant’s required timescale, particularly where requests are received close to a funding deadline.
Applicants remain responsible for developing and delivering appropriate PPIE for their proposed research.
Receiving input from the EXEC Group during application development does not indicate or guarantee that an application will subsequently receive funding.
Where an EXEC member has contributed substantially to developing a particular application, any potential conflict of interest will be managed in accordance with Eczema UK’s Conflict of Interest Policy for Research Funding.
How does the EXEC Group contribute to funding decisions?
People affected by eczema have a meaningful role in Eczema UK’s assessment of research funding applications through our Experts by Experience (EXEC) Group.
EXEC members bring knowledge and insight gained through lived experience of eczema. Their contribution helps us assess whether proposed research is relevant to people affected by eczema and whether applicants have genuinely considered patient needs and priorities.
the importance and relevance of the research question to people affected by eczema;
the potential benefit and impact of the proposed research;
whether the applicant demonstrates an understanding of patient needs and experiences;
the quality and appropriateness of proposed PPIE;
whether opportunities for patient involvement have been considered throughout the research;
the accessibility and clarity of the lay summary and patient-facing information; and
how researchers intend to communicate findings to people affected by eczema.
EXEC feedback forms part of the information considered during Eczema UK’s funding assessment process and is valued alongside scientific and clinical expert assessment.
EXEC members are not expected to assess specialist scientific or methodological aspects of an application unless they also have relevant professional expertise. Their role is distinct from, but complementary to, scientific expert review.
A lived-experience representative may also participate as a full member of Eczema UK’s Grant Advisory Panel, helping ensure that patient perspectives are represented when applications are discussed and funding recommendations are made.
How are applications assessed?
Following the application deadline, Eczema UK staff undertake an administrative eligibility and compliance check. This confirms that applications meet the requirements of the funding call but does not assess their scientific quality or merit.
Eligible applications then proceed through Eczema UK’s independent assessment process, which brings together scientific expertise and the perspectives of people affected by eczema.
Applications normally receive in-depth scientific assessment from at least two appropriately qualified experts acting independently in the assessment process. These may be members of our Grant Advisory Panel and/or independent external expert reviewers, according to the funding scheme and the nature of the application.
Additional external expert review may be sought where specialist or multidisciplinary expertise is required, where the funding requested is significant in relation to Eczema UK’s overall research expenditure, or where the scale, complexity or risk of the proposed research warrants additional independent scrutiny.
Patient voice is an important part of this process. Members of our EXEC Group may assess applications from a lived-experience perspective, including the relevance of the research to people affected by eczema, potential patient benefit, the quality of PPIE and the accessibility of lay information.
Scientific expert review and lived-experience review have distinct but complementary roles. Together, they help the Grant Advisory Panel consider both the scientific quality of a proposal and its relevance and potential value to people affected by eczema.
The Grant Advisory Panel considers the evidence from the assessment process, discusses applications collectively and makes funding recommendations to Eczema UK’s Board of Trustees.
How important is the lay summary?
Very important.
The lay summary is an important part of the application and should not simply be a technical abstract with scientific terminology removed. It should explain clearly:
what problem the research is trying to address;
why that problem matters to people affected by eczema;
what the researchers propose to do;
what difference the research could make; and
how people affected by eczema may ultimately benefit.
Lay summaries may be reviewed by members of our EXEC Group as part of the funding assessment process.
Applicants should therefore write the lay summary for people affected by eczema, not for scientific reviewers.
Can Eczema UK review my application before I submit it?
The research team can answer reasonable questions about the funding call, eligibility requirements, scope and application process.
However, Eczema UK staff cannot provide scientific assessment, advise applicants on how to make an application more scientifically competitive or indicate whether an application is likely to receive funding.
This separation helps protect the fairness and independence of the assessment process.
Can I suggest external reviewers?
Where provided for in the application process, applicants may suggest potential external reviewers with relevant expertise.
These suggestions are advisory only. Eczema UK is not required to use an applicant’s suggested reviewers.
Selection and allocation of external reviewers is overseen independently by the Chair of the Grant Advisory Panel, with administrative support from Eczema UK staff.
Can I identify someone who should not review my application?
Where the application process provides an opportunity to do so, applicants may identify individuals whom they believe should not review their application and briefly explain the reason.
Eczema UK will take reasonable requests into consideration but cannot guarantee that every request will be accepted.
All reviewers are required to declare relevant actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest before participating in the assessment process.
How are conflicts of interest managed?
Everyone involved in Eczema UK’s research funding process is required to declare relevant actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest.
Conflicts are assessed and managed according to their nature and significance.
Where a Grant Advisory Panel member has a material conflict relating to an application, they do not participate in its assessment, discussion, scoring or funding recommendation and may be required to withdraw from the relevant part of the meeting.
Equivalent arrangements apply where the Chair of the Grant Advisory Panel has a conflict.
Do Eczema UK Trustees decide which applications receive funding?
Scientific assessment and funding recommendations are made through Eczema UK’s independent expert review process and Grant Advisory Panel.
The Board of Trustees formally approves research awards as part of its governance, financial and charitable responsibilities.
The Board does not undertake a further scientific assessment, re-score applications, alter the scientific ranking determined through expert review or substitute its scientific judgement for that of the Grant Advisory Panel.
Does Eczema UK fund research involving animals?
Research involving animals may be eligible where it is scientifically justified and falls within the scope of the funding call.
Applicants proposing research involving animals must explain how they have addressed the principles of the 3Rs – Replacement, Reduction and Refinement.
As part of expert review, consideration is given to whether alternatives to animal research have been appropriately explored, whether the proposed methodology is justified, how potential suffering is minimised and whether the number of animals proposed is appropriately justified.
Can I use generative AI when preparing my application?
Applicants should refer to Eczema UK’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy for Research Funding for the requirements governing the use of generative AI or other AI tools in preparing funding applications.
Applicants remain responsible for the accuracy, originality and integrity of all information submitted in their application and for ensuring that confidential, personal or sensitive information is handled appropriately.
What costs can I request?
Eligible and ineligible costs are set out in the guidance for each funding scheme.
Applicants should provide a clear and proportionate justification for the resources requested. Eczema UK may seek clarification of proposed costs during the assessment or award process.
Can an application include funding from another organisation?
Applicants must declare other funding relevant to the proposed research, including applications submitted to other funders.
Where co-funding is permitted, applicants should clearly identify the contribution requested from Eczema UK and the contribution provided or requested from other sources.
Eczema UK funding must not duplicate costs already supported by another funder.
Can Eczema UK fund research that has already started?
Eczema UK does not normally provide retrospective funding for research activities or costs incurred before an award has been formally activated.
Applicants seeking support for a wider programme of research that has already begun should clearly identify the distinct work for which Eczema UK funding is requested and demonstrate that the requested costs are not already supported from another source.
When will I hear the outcome of my application?
The anticipated assessment timetable and decision date will be provided in the guidance for each funding call.
We aim to keep applicants informed of any significant changes to the published timetable.
Will unsuccessful applicants receive feedback?
Eczema UK aims to provide constructive feedback to applicants wherever reasonably practicable.
The nature and extent of feedback may vary according to the funding scheme and assessment process.
If my application is successful, when can the research start?
Successful applicants will receive formal award documentation and Eczema UK’s Research Funding Terms and Conditions.
An award should not be regarded as active, and expenditure should not be incurred against it, until the required award documentation has been completed and any conditions of funding have been satisfied.
Applicants should therefore propose a realistic start date that allows sufficient time for contracting and any necessary institutional, ethical or regulatory approvals.
What happens after a grant is awarded?
Eczema UK monitors the research it funds through appropriate progress and financial reporting.
Award holders and Host Institutions are expected to tell us about significant changes affecting the research and to comply with Eczema UK’s Research Funding Terms and Conditions throughout the award.
We also expect researchers to consider how findings will be communicated to people affected by eczema, as well as to scientific and professional audiences.
Where appropriate, we encourage funded researchers to maintain meaningful involvement with people affected by eczema throughout the life of their project.
Who can I contact if I have a question?
If you have read the relevant funding guidance and still have a question about eligibility, scope or the application process, please contact the Eczema UK research team at research@eczema.org
We strongly encourage applicants to raise questions about eligibility or scope well before the application deadline.
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